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1. Executive Summary

The South East Local Learning and Employment Network (SELLEN) is a community
organisation that initiates partnerships with schools, employers, community and families to
support young people to make positive choices and further engage them in education, training
and employment pathways in the local government areas of Cardinia Shire, the City of Casey
and the City of Dandenong. SELLEN operates by partnering with local services and serves
the community by working with local services, which improve the region’s economy and

autonomy.

The demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the SELLEN region, individual LGAs
within the SELLEN region and of young people living within the SELLEN region illustrate that
this is an area which differs to Greater Melbourne’s overall population in some ways and is
similar to the capital city in other ways. Certain differences or unique demographic
characteristics can present opportunities or areas of focus which the SELLEN and partner

organisations can target.

The SELLEN region's population is projected to grow from 649,000 in 2021 to almost 920,000
by 2036 due to residential developments and migration to Cardinia Shire and City of Casey.
The region has a younger population than Greater Melbourne, with Cardinia Shire and City of
Casey having the youngest residents.

Over 50% of households in the SELLEN region are families with children or single parents,
with a significant proportion of younger couples without children. Compared to Greater

Melbourne, the region has a higher number of families and fewer lone-person households.

The SELLEN region has a similar proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents
as Greater Melbourne. A larger proportion of SELLEN residents, especially younger residents,
were born overseas, with Greater Dandenong having the highest proportion in the region.
Additionally, a higher proportion of SELLEN's younger residents spoke a non-English
language at home compared to Greater Melbourne, with Punjabi and Vietnamese being the

most widely spoken.

The SELLEN region's disability statistics are similar to Greater Melbourne's, with Greater
Dandenong having the highest disability rates and Casey having the lowest. The region's
younger age profile results in a lower rate of long-term health conditions than Greater

Melbourne, with asthma being the most common condition for 5-14-year-olds and mental
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health for 15-24-year-olds. The region has a slightly higher adolescent birth rate and lower

physical activity levels than Greater Melbourne's youth.

The SELLEN region has seen a decrease in crime rates for 0-24-year-old victims over time,
but an increase in family violence incidence rates. While fewer young people report
experiencing bullying, cyberbullying rates are rising. All LGAs in the SELLEN region are more
socioeconomically disadvantaged than Greater Melbourne, with Greater Dandenong being the
most disadvantaged and Cardinia the least.

The SELLEN region has a smaller proportion of residents with a Bachelor or higher degree,
but a higher proportion with a vocational qualification or no qualification compared to Greater
Melbourne. Most 20-24-year-olds in the SELLEN region attend university rather than a
vocational institution, and a higher proportion of them have a school qualification below Year
11 than in Greater Melbourne.

In 2021, the SELLEN region had a slightly higher unemployment rate and higher youth
unemployment rate than Greater Melbourne. Labour force participation rates were higher for
residents who speak another language and English very well. Youth disengagement is also
higher in the SELLEN region. Median weekly household income and total disposable income
estimates were lower in the SELLEN region than in Greater Melbourne. The most common
method of travel to work in the SELLEN region was driving a car, followed by working from

home.

According to the Dept. of Education and Training On Track Survey, most SELLEN region Year
12 completers continued further education or study, with similar proportions to Greater
Melbourne. Health and Society and Culture were the main fields of study for SELLEN region
Year 12 completers, with a larger proportion than in Victoria as a whole. Most Year 12
completers in the SELLEN region who were not training in 2021 were likely to study in the
next two years. Year 12 completers deferring study has been decreasing over time but

remains higher than in Victoria as a whole.

d informed
decisions



d

South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report
2. Introduction

The South East Local Learning and Employment Network (SELLEN) is a community managed
regional network made up of local organisations in Melbourne’s South East, interested in
working to give 10-19-year-olds a better go at successfully moving through the education
system to employment. The Environmental Scan document collates and summarises
demographic and socio-economic information about the population of the three municipalities
located within the South East Local Learning and Employment Network.

The latest available information is used in this report so to provide a relevant and timely
evidence base with which the LLEN and partner organisations can make effective and
informed decisions regarding their region’s young people and the services or assistance they
need. The 2022 Environmental Scan is a useful reference for SELLEN and other local
organisations, all levels of government, as well as local businesses, community groups,
education and training providers and other stakeholders. It is also designed to provide input

into SELLEN’s own strategic planning activities.
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3. Geographic Profile

The SELLEN region covers three Local Government Areas (LGASs): Cardinia Shire, the City of
Casey and the City of Greater Dandenong. All three LGAs are located within Greater
Melbourne, therefore wherever possible, this document will benchmark the statistics about the
three SELLEN LGAs with those of Greater Melbourne for comparison sake and as a way of
illustrating how SELLEN residents compare to those of wider metropolitan Melbourne.

Geographic extent of the South East Local Learning and Employment Network

Unlike other LLEN regions, many of the communities within the zone have little in common in
terms of geography, demography, ethnicity or industry and they are not necessarily
interconnected by logical public transport zones and systems. Casey and Cardinia are two of
the fastest growing local government jurisdictions in Victoria. They are growing at more than
double the Victorian average. Greater Dandenong is a more mature area which is growing at
around half the rate of Victoria. Greater Dandenong was also the only LGA in the SELLEN
region which lost population between 2020 and 2021, when the Covid-19 pandemic impacted
Australia’s overseas migration and internal migration patterns.

]
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The SELLEN region covers 1,820 sg.km and has a current (2021) estimated population of
649,145, equating to a population density of 278 people per square kilometre. Since 2015,
when the last Environmental Scan document was created for the SELLEN, the population of
the region increased by more than 101,000 residents, or 18%. According to the Victoria in
Future population projections (2019), the population of the SELLEN region is expected to
grow to 918,679 by 2036 (source: Department of Transport and Planning).

3.1 Cardinia Shire

POPULATION (2021): 119,521

GEOGRAPHICAL SIZE (sq. km): 1,280

POPULATION DENSITY (pop/sq.km): 93.4

POPULATION PROJECTION, 2036: 177,868

KEY INDUSTRIES: Construction, Health Care and Social Assistance, Retail Trade,
Manufacturing and Education and Training.

The Cardinia Shire Local Government Area
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3.2 City of Casey

POPULATION (2021): 369,453
GEOGRAPHICAL SIZE (sq. km): 410
POPULATION DENSITY (pop/sq.km): 901
POPULATION PROJECTION, 2036: 522,251

KEY INDUSTRIES: Health Care and Social Assistance, Construction, Manufacturing, Retail
Trade, Education and Training.

The City of Casey Local Government Area

||
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3.3 City of Greater Dandenong

POPULATION (2021): 160,171
GEOGRAPHICAL SIZE (sq. km): 130
POPULATION DENSITY (pop/sq.km): 1,232
POPULATION PROJECTION, 2036: 218,560

KEY INDUSTRIES: Manufacturing, Health Care and Social Assistance, Retail Trade,
Construction, Accommodation and Food Services.

The City of Greater Dandenong Local Government Area

||
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4. Demographic Overview

The following information regarding the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of
residents in the three LGAs within the SELLEN region is derived from the 2021 Australian

Census of population and households.

4.1 Cardinia Shire

(- IO - - - - - - - - |

|

Total Population: 119,521
Females: 59,925 (50.7%)
Males: 58,269 (49.3%)

Median Age: 34 years

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders: 1,145 (0.96% of pop.)
Females: 51.8%
Males:48.2%

Overseas born residents: 23.5%

Families: 32,066

Children per family: 1.9

Private dwellings: 41,729

Average household size: 2.8 people per dwelling

Median weekly household income: $1,874

Median monthly mortgage repayments: $1,868

Median weekly rent: $361

Average motor vehicles per household: 2.1

Disengaged 15-24 year olds (not participating in education or employment): 8.3%

of 15+ pop.

Projected population 2036: 177,868
Average annual pop. growth 2021-2036: 2.7%

]
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4.2 City of Casey

Total Population: 369,453
Females: 183,195 (50.2%)
Males: 182,041 (49.8%)

Median Age: 34 years
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders: 2,395 (0.65% of pop.)

Females: 51.0%
Males:49.0%

Overseas born residents: 42.1%

Families: 97,338

Children per family: 1.9

Private dwellings: 117,994

Average household size: 3.1 people per dwelling

Median weekly household income: $1,918

Median monthly mortgage repayments: $1,950

Median weekly rent: $380

Average motor vehicles per household: 2.1

Disengaged 15-24 year olds (not participating in education or employment): 9.1%

of 15+ pop.

Projected population 2036: 522,251
Average annual pop. growth 2021-2036: 2.3%
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4.3 City of Greater Dandenong

Total Population: 160,171
Females: 78,804 (49.2%)
Males: 81,367 (50.8%)

Median Age: 36 years
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders: 615 (0.38% of pop.)

Females: 52.1%
Males:47.9%

Overseas born residents: 58.2%

Families: 39,906

Children per family: 1.8

Private dwellings: 55,472

Average household size: 2.9 people per dwelling

Median weekly household income: $1,453

Median monthly mortgage repayments: $1,785

Median weekly rent: $346

Average motor vehicles per household: 1.8

Disengaged 15-24 year olds (not participating in education or employment): 9.5%

of 15+ pop.

Projected population 2036: 218,560
Average annual pop. growth 2021-2036: 2.1%
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5. Population growth, ageing and forecasts

Key findings for the SELLEN region

Population growth in SELLEN LGAs was similar to Greater Melbourne’s population
growth.

The population of the SELLEN region in 2021 was over 649,000 and projected to grow
to almost 920,000 by 2036.

The LGAs within the SELLEN region are younger than the Greater Melbourne average
with Cardinia Shire and the City of Casey having the youngest population.

The proportion of the SELLEN population aged 0-19-year-olds is forecasted to

decrease by 2036 with the proportion of 65+ year olds forecast to increase.

In 2021, there were 47,500 residents aged 5-9 years in the region, with a 32%

increase forecasted by 2036.

There were also 43,000 10-14-year-olds, forecasted to increase in number by 47% to
2036.

The three LGAs within the SELLEN region have grown at different rates and are projected to
grow at different rates in the future. Population growth is driven by different levels of available
land and housing development opportunities. LGAs such as Casey and Cardinia have
significantly higher levels of greenfield land available for future residential development and
population growth, whereas housing development opportunity in Greater Dandenong is more

likely to be in the form of infill and densification.

As a whole, Greater Melbourne’s population has grown to almost 5 million residents by 2021
but the rate of population growth decreased significantly between 2016 and 2021, a lower
growth trend which was affected by Covid-19 driven population decline between 2020 and
2021, when Greater Melbourne lost almost 78,700 residents, a decline of 1.56%. Victoria in
Future population projections, which were created in 2019, before Covid-19, show a
population growth of almost 870,000 between 2021 and 2026, which translates into a growth
rate of 3.3% per annum and is likely too high given the 2021 population was 330,000 higher

]
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than the actual population as recorded by the 2021 Census. Between 2026 and 2036, the
population of Greater Melbourne is expected to grow at 1.6-1.7% per annum and reach almost
6.9 million by 2036.

E Population  ==@==Ayg_annual pop. Growth (%)
8,000,000 3.5%

3.3%

6,884,129
7,000,000 — 5 .0%
6,367,317 ’
6,000,000 .843,344
2.5%
4,976,157
5,000,000 4,714,3
4,169,366 2.0%
S 4,000,000 1.6%
=
5}
= 15%
[=1
£ 3,000,000
1.0%
2,000,000
0,
1,000,000 0.:5%

0.0%
2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036

Year ending June 30

Historic and projected population totals and average annual growth rate for Greater Melbourne

5.1 Cardinia Shire

Cardinia Shire’s population has grown at a rapid pace since 2011. The population of the Shire
grew by 5.2% per annum between 2011 and 2016 and by 4.1% between 2016 and 2021. The
Department of Transport and Planning “Victoria in Future” population projections anticipate
the population of the LGA to grow by 3.9% per year to 2026 and then slow down. By 2036, the
population of the Shire is projected to be 177,868.

informed
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I Population  ==@e==fyo annual pop. Growth (56)
6.0%
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163,331 c0v

144,557

4.0%
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97,573
3.0%

1.7%  20%

1.0%
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2016 2021 2026 2031 2036

Year ending June 30

Historic and projected population totals and average annual growth rate for Cardinia Shire

5.2 City of Casey

The City of Casey’s population has grown at a rate higher than that of Victoria for some time.

The population of the City grew by 3.7% per annum between 2011 and 2016 and by 3.4%

between 2016 and 2021. The Department of Transport and Planning “Victoria in Future”

population projections anticipate the population of the LGA to grow by 3.2% per year to 2026

and then slow down. By 2036, the population of the City is projected to be 522,251.
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N Population  ==@==Avg. annual pop. Growth (%)
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Historic and projected population totals and average annual growth rate for the City of Casey

5.3 City of Greater Dandenong

The City of Greater Dandenong’s population has grown at a lower rate than the other LGAs
within the SELLEN region. The population of the City grew by 2.4% per annum between 2011
and 2016 before recording a decline in the 2016-2021 period, driven by a loss of 693
residents between 2019 and 2020 and a more significant loss of 5,300 residents between
2020 and 2021. The Department of Transport and Planning “Victoria in Future” population
projections anticipate the population of the LGA to grow by 3.4% per year to 2026, which
given the datedness of the projections may be an over assumption. The projections assume a
growth of 1.4-1.5% per annum from 2026 to 2036 and a 2036 population of 218,560.
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I Population  ==@==Ayg. annual pop. Growth (%)
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Historic and projected population totals and average annual growth rate for the City of Greater
Dandenong

5.4 Population of young residents in the SELLEN region

The LGAs within the SELLEN region have different population compositions where Cardinia
and Casey have a younger population on average (median age of 34 years) and Greater
Dandenong, an older population, with a median age of 36 years.

Information regarding the total number and proportion of young residents within the region can
assist with planning and understanding whether there will be a need for more youth-oriented
services in the SELLEN region and whether some LGAs will see higher levels of youth

population growth.

There will be 13,024 more residents aged 0-4 years in the SELLEN region in 2036 than in
2021. This represents a 28% increase in the number of 0-4-year olds in the region. However,
as a proportion of the total population, 0-4-year-olds will make up 6.5% of the total SELLEN
population in 2036, compared to 7.2% in 2021, a 0.7% decline.

informed
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0-4-year olds (total)

LGA 2021 2036 2021-2036
Cardinia 9,096 11,193 +2,097
Casey 27,841 34,431 +6,590
Greater Dandenong 9,620 13,957 +4,337
SELLEN LGAs 46,557 59,581 +13,024

Number of 0-4-year-olds in SELLEN LGAs, 2021-2036

There will be 15,037 more residents aged 5-9 years in the SELLEN region in 2036 than in
2021. This represents a 32% increase in the number of 5-9-year-olds in the region. However,
as a proportion of the total population, 5-9-year-olds will make up 6.8% of the total SELLEN
population in 2036, compared to 7.3% in 2021, a 0.5% decline.

5-9-year olds (total)

LGA 2021 2036 2021-2036
Cardinia 9,344 12,724 +3,380
Casey 28,849 36,480 +7,631
Greater Dandenong 9,330 13,356 +4,026
SELLEN LGAs 47,523 62,560 +15,037

Number of 5-9-year-olds in SELLEN LGAs, 2021-2036

There will be 20,355 more residents aged 10-14 years in the SELLEN region in 2036 than in
2021. This represents a 47% increase in the number of 10-14-year-olds in the region. As a
proportion of the total population, 10-14-year-olds will make up 6.9% of the total SELLEN
population in 2036, compared to 6.6% in 2021, an increase of 0.3%.

10-14 year olds (total)

LGA 2021 2036 2021-2036
Cardinia 8,332 13,648 +5,136
Casey 26,361 37,088 +10,727
Greater Dandenong 8,453 12,765 +4,312
SELLEN LGAs 43,146 63,501 +20,355

Number of 10-14-year-olds in SELLEN LGAs, 2021-2036
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There will be 22,508 more residents aged 15-19 years in the SELLEN region in 2036 than in
2021. This represents a 58% increase in the number of 15-19-year olds in the region. As a
proportion of the total population, 15-19-year-olds will make up 6.7% of the total SELLEN

population in 2036, compared to 6.0% in 2021, an increase of 0.7%.

15-19 year olds (total)

LGA 2021 2036 2021-2036
Cardinia 7,280 12,784 +5,504
Casey 23,162 36,035 +12,873
Greater Dandenong 8,601 12,732 +4,131
SELLEN LGAs 39,043 61,551 +22,508

Number of 15-19-year-olds in SELLEN LGAs, 2021-2036

Young residents aged 0-4 years will make up a lower proportion of the total population in the
SELLEN region by 2036. In 2021, Cardinia and Casey had the highest proportion of their
population aged 0-4 years whereas Greater Dandenong was lowest in the SELLEN region. All
three LGAs had a higher proportion of residents aged 0-4 years in 2021 compared to Greater
Melbourne but by 2036, the proportion of 0-4 year olds in the SELLEN region and individual

LGAs will be closer to the Greater Melbourne average.

o Cardinin  e— Cgspy e Greater Dandenong == es e SELLEN Region == == == Greater Melbourne

8.5%

8.0%

7.5%

7.0%

6.5%

6.0%

5.5%

0-4-year olds as a proportion of the population

5.0%
2021 2026 2031 2036

Year ending June 30

0-4-year-olds as a proportion of total population, 2021-2036
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Residents aged 5-9 years will make up a slightly lower proportion of populations in the
SELLEN region by 2036, though the decline will not be as significant as for 0-4-year-olds. In
2021, Cardinia and Casey had the highest proportion of the population aged 5-9 years
whereas Greater Dandenong was lowest in the SELLEN region. The region as a whole had a
higher proportion of residents aged 5-9 years than Greater Melbourne. By 2036, the
proportion of 5-9-year-olds will decline in Cardinia and Casey but increase slightly in Greater
Dandenong. Cardinia and Casey will continue to remain above the Greater Melbourne

average.
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The proportion of 10-14-year-olds in the SELLEN region is higher than in Greater Melbourne.
Within the region, Casey and Cardinia again have the highest proportions of residents who
are aged 10-14 years, whereas Greater Dandenong’s proportion is lowest and as at 2021,
below that of Greater Melbourne. Over time, the proportion of 10-14-year-olds will increase in
the SELLEN region, driven predominantly by growth of the cohort in Cardinia. The proportion
remains similar in Casey but is expected to increase in Greater Dandenong. The SELLEN
Region will remain to have a higher proportion of 10-14-year-olds than Greater Melbourne, by
2036.
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In the SELLEN region, Casey and Cardinia had the highest proportion of 15-19 year-olds
residents. The proportion in both LGAs is higher than in Greater Melbourne, whereas Greater
Dandenong’s proportion of 15-19 year old residents is lowest in the SELLEN region and below
that of Greater Melbourne. Over time, the Victoria in Future projections assume an increase in
the proportion of 15-19 year-olds in all SELLEN LGAs, with Cardinia becoming the LGA with
the highest proportion by 2036 and the SELLEN region remaining higher than Greater
Melbourne, albeit with a smaller margin between the region and greater capital city.
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5.5 Age pyramid and sex breakdown

An age structure comparison of LGAs within the SELLEN region reveals which parts of the
region have younger and which have older populations. A comparison of the combined
SELLEN region age structure to the Greater Melbourne average also reveals how similar or
different the region’s population is to the metropolitan benchmark and whether the local

population may have different age-specific needs to the rest of Melbourne.
In 2021, 13% of Greater Melbourne’s population lived in the SELLEN region. In terms of share

of younger residents living in the SELLEN region, 15.8% of Greater Melbourne’s 0-19-year-
olds lived in the SELLEN region in 2021.
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Cardinia Shire

Cardinia Shire has a slightly higher proportion of females (50.7%) than males (49.3%).

15.5% of the population are males aged 0-19 years, 14.5% of the population are
females aged 0-19 years.

30% of Cardinia residents are aged 0-19 years, a proportion higher than in Greater
Melbourne (24.4%)

65.1% of Cardinia’s population is of working age (15-64 years of age). This is lower
compared to Greater Melbourne (68.1%). Women aged 15-64 years make up 33.3% of

Cardinia’s population whereas 31.8% of the population are men aged 15-64 years.
11.7% of Cardinia Shire’s population is aged over 65 years (females = 6.2%, males =

5.5%). Cardinia has a lower proportion of residents aged over 65 years compared to
Greater Melbourne (13.6%).
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Age pyramid for Cardinia Shire’s female and male population, 2021
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City of Casey

The City of Casey has a slightly higher proportion of females (50.2%) than males
(49.8%).

As with Cardinia, 15.5% of the population are males aged 0-19 years and 14.5% of the
population are females aged 0-19 years.

30% of Casey'’s residents are aged 0-19 years, a proportion higher than in Greater
Melbourne (24.4%)

66.9% of Casey’s population is of working age (15-64 years of age). This is lower
compared to Greater Melbourne (68.1%). Women aged 15-64 years make up 33.6% of

Casey’s population whereas 33.3% of the population are men aged 15-64 years.

9.9% of the City of Casey’s population is aged over 65 years (females = 5.3%, males =
4.6%). Casey has a lower proportion of residents aged over 65 years compared to
Greater Melbourne (13.6%).
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5.5.3 City of Greater Dandenong

The City of Greater Dandenong has a slightly higher proportion of males (50.2%) than
females (49.8%).

12.5% of Greater Dandenong’s population are males aged 0-19 years and 11.7% of
the population are females aged 0-19 years.

24.2% of Greater Dandenong’s residents are aged 0-19 years, a proportion slightly
lower than in Greater Melbourne (24.4%)

67.4% of Greater Dandenong’s population is of working age (15-64 years of age). This
is lower compared to Greater Melbourne (68.1%). Women aged 15-64 years make up
32.3% of Greater Dandenong’s population whereas 35.1% of the population are men

aged 15-64 years.

14.1% of the City of Greater Dandenong’s population is aged over 65 years (females =
7.6%, males = 6.5%). Greater Dandenong has a higher proportion of residents aged

over 65 years compared to Greater Melbourne (13.6%).
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Age pyramid for City of Greater Dandenong’s female and male population, 2021
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5.5.4 SELLEN Region

The SELLEN region has a slightly higher proportion of females (50.1%) than males
(49.9%).

14.1% of the population are males aged 0-19 years and 13.4% of the population are
females aged 0-19 years.

27.5% of SELLEN region’s residents are aged 0-19 years, a proportion higher than in
Greater Melbourne (24.4%)

66.4% of SELLEN region’s population is of working age (15-64 years of age). This is
lower compared to Greater Melbourne (68.1%). Women aged 15-64 years make up
33.1% of SELLEN region’s population whereas 33.3% of the population are men aged
15-64 years.

12.3% of the SELLEN region’s population is aged over 65 years (females = 6.6%,
males = 5.7%). The SELLEN region has a lower proportion of residents aged over 65

years compared to Greater Melbourne (13.6%).
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5.6 Future age structure of the SELLEN region

Based on the Victoria in Future projections, the proportion of SELLEN region’s population
aged 0-19 years will decrease from 27.5% in 2021 to 26.9% in 2036 (a decrease of 0.6%).
The working age population (15-64 years) will decrease from 66.4% in 2021 to 64.9% of the
population in 2036. Lastly, the proportion of residents aged over 65 years will increase from
12.3% in 2021 to 14.9% in 2036.

2021
Wremales W Males
.
50-84y1s --
sseoyns I
550315 I
oy I R

Five-year age group

sos [
oans I
5% 3% 1% 1% 3% 5%
Percentage of persons (by sex)
WFemales W Males
o
&
@
§ o |
]
S
ays I
5% 3% 1% 1% 3% 5%

Percentage of persons (by sex)

SELLEN region age pyramid for 2021 (source: 2021 Census) and 2036 (source: VIF 2019)
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5.7 Future population distribution in the SELLEN region by sex

In 2021, females composed more than 50% of the population in Cardinia and Casey. The
lowest female representation was in Greater Dandenong, where 49.2% of the population were
females. Overall, females composed 50.1% of the SELLEN region’s population in 2021, lower
than in Greater Melbourne (50.8%).

Based on the Victoria in Future projections, the proportion of females will decrease in all
SELLEN LGAs as well as Greater Melbourne, by 2036. The proportion of female residents in
the SELLEN region will decrease by 0.3% by 2036.

Conversely, the proportion of males will increase in the SELLEN region and LGAs within the
region, over time. Males are projected to make up 51.2% of Greater Dandenong’s population
by 2021 whereas Casey’s male population will also increase to above 50% (50.1%).
Cardinia’s male population will increase by 0.4% to 49.7%. The SELLEN region’s male cohort
will make up 50.2% of the region’s population by 2036, which will be higher than the

proportion of male residents in Greater Melbourne (49.7%).
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5.7.1 Future population distribution of 10-19-year-olds in the SELLEN region by sex

In 2021, 50.3% of the SELLEN region’s 10-19-year-old population were females and 49.7%
were male. Within the region, Casey had the highest proportion of female 10-19-year olds
(51.2%) and Cardinia, the lowest (48.6%).

By 2036, Victoria in Future projections anticipate that 1.5% fewer females will make up the 10-
19-year-old population in the SELLEN region, a trend opposite to that of Greater Melbourne,
where females are projected to make up 0.2% more of the 10-19-year-old population. The City
of Casey is expected to record the largest decline of females in the 10-19-year-old cohort (-
2.4%) whereas the proportion of females in the same cohort in the City of Cardinia is expected
to increase by 0.4% by 2036.

Females Males
Area 2021 2036 Difference 2021 2036 Difference
Cardinia 48.6% 49.0% +0.4% 51.4% 51.0% -0.4%
Casey 51.2% 48.9% -2.4% 48.8% 51.1% +2.4%
Greater Dandenong 49.2% 48.5% -0.6% 50.8% 51.5% +0.6%
SELLEN Region 50.3% 48.8% -1.5% 49.7% 51.2% +1.5%
Greater Melbourne 48.7% 48.9% +0.2% 51.3% 51.1% -0.2%

Sex breakdown of 10-19-year-olds in the SELLEN region, 2021 and 2036

@ Cardinia e=@==Casey ==@=Greater Dandenong «==<» == SELLEN Region = 4® == Greater Melbourne
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50.5%

50.0%
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Proportion of total population

49.0%

48.5%

48.0%
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Year ending June 30 Year ending June 30

Proportion of 10-19-year-old female and male residents in the SELLEN region, 2021-2036
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6. Health and disability

Key findings for the SELLEN region

SELLEN region’s need for assistance due to disability statistics are similar to Greater

Melbourne’s.

Greater Dandenong has the highest disability rates whereas Casey has the lowest.

5-14-year-olds across the region have a higher rate of need for assistance due to
disability than 15-24-year-olds. SELLEN region’s disability statistics for these age

groups are similar to Greater Melbourne’s.

The SELLEN region has a lower proportion of residents with at least one long-term
health condition, compared to Greater Melbourne. Cardinia Shire has the highest rate

and Greater Dandenong, the lowest.

SELLEN region’s 5-14-year-olds have a similar incidence of long-term health
conditions as Greater Melbourne whereas 15-24-year-olds have a lower rate
compared to the Capital City.

SELLEN region’s 5-14-year-olds are mainly affected by asthma as the most common
long-term health condition.

SELLEN region’s 15-24-year-olds are mainly affected by mental health as the most

common long-term health condition.

In terms of NDIS demand, most participants in the SELLEN region had autism,

followed by intellectual disability/Down Syndrome and developmental delay.

Adolescent birth rates for SELLEN region’s 13-19-year-old females is slightly higher
than Victoria’s but has been decreasing over time.

A lower proportion of SELLEN region’s young people do the recommended amount of
physical activity each day than is the case in Greater Melbourne or Victoria.
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Need for assistance due to disability and long-term health conditions statistics are a useful
indicator in helping understand if the local population requires any additional assistance or
services for disability-related or health-related needs. Focusing on the 5-14 and 15-14-year-
old population shows whether this segment of the population within the SELLEN region
experiences higher or lower levels of disability or long-term health issues, than the same age
cohort in Greater Melbourne.

6.1 Need for assistance due to disability

Disability statistics relate directly to need for assistance due to a severe or profound disability.
The information may be used in the planning of local facilities, services such as day-care and
occasional care and in the provision of information and support to carers. SELLEN region’s
disability statistics help in understanding the prevalence of people who need support in the
community.

Compared to Greater Melbourne, a slightly higher proportion of SELLEN region residents
have a need for assistance due to disability (5.6% compared to 5.5%). Greater Dandenong is
the LGA within the region with the highest proportion of residents requiring assistance, 7.2%
and Casey is the lowest, with 4.8%. As disability is strongly related to age of a population, the
younger age structure of Cardinia and Casey, compared to Greater Dandenong, could be a
key reason for these differences.
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The same proportion of 5-14-year-olds have a need for assistance due to disability in the
SELLEN region as in Greater Melbourne, 3.9%.Within the SELLEN region, Cardinia has the
highest proportion of 5-14-year-olds with a need for assistance due to disability (5.2%) and

Greater Dandenong, the lowest (3.0%).

Lower proportions of 15-24-year-olds have a need for assistance due to disability across the
SELLEN region and Greater Melbourne. In 2021, a slightly higher proportion of SELLEN
region residents in this age cohort had a disability (2.7%) compared to Greater Melbourne
(2.5%). Within the region, Cardinia had the highest proportion with 3.1% whereas Greater
Dandenong was again the lowest, with 2% of 15-24-year-olds having a disability.
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Need for assistance due to disability in the SELLEN region for 5-14 and 15-24-year-olds, 2021

The proportion of SELLEN region residents who have a need for assistance due to disability
and attend primary school (Government, Catholic or other non-government/independent) is
similar to that of Greater Melbourne, 4% compared to 4.1%. Within the SELLEN region,
Cardinia has the highest proportion of residents with a disability who attend primary school
(5.4%), followed by Casey (3.9%) and Greater Dandenong (3%).

The proportion of SELLEN residents who have a need for assistance due to disability and

attend secondary school (Government, Catholic or other non-government/independent) is
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lower than in Greater Melbourne, 2.9%, compared to 3.1% in Greater Melbourne. Within the
SELLEN region, Cardinia has the highest proportion of residents with a disability who attend
secondary school (3.8%), followed by Casey (3.1%) and Greater Dandenong (1.9%).
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Need for assistance due to disability in the SELLEN region for primary/secondary school
attendees, 2021

6.2 Long-term health conditions

For the first time in Census history, the 2021 Census included information about the incidence
of selected long-term health conditions in the community. The Census question asked
respondents if they have been diagnosed with a specific condition (or other condition) from a
list of ten conditions plus "other". Combined, these ten conditions comprise approximately
60% of Australia's deaths, and even those which are not deadly contribute substantially to the
burden of disease.

It is well known that socio-economic factors also contribute to morbidity and health outcomes,
with lower-socio economic characteristics correlated with higher incidence of some health
conditions. The inclusion of this topic in the Census enables these factors to be explored in
more detail. Also, in society, health conditions tend to increase with age. For these reasons, it
is recommended that long-term health conditions data for be viewed at in conjunction with age
structure.
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Long-term health conditions about the SELLEN region’s young people reveal whether
incidence levels are higher in some parts and also how the SELLEN region and LGAs within
compare to the Greater Melbourne average. A list of most common long-term health
conditions in the SELLEN can also be used to help prioritise service delivery, funding or

further research into the conditions affecting the region’s youth.

Overall, the proportion of residents in the SELLEN region with at least one long-term health

condition is lower than in Greater Melbourne:

Cardinia Shire: 31.1% of population with at least one long-term health condition
City of Casey: 27.1%

City of Greater Dandenong: 26.1%

SELLEN region: 27.6%

H Greater Melbourne: 29.5%

A similar proportion of SELLEN region’s 5-14-year-olds have one long-term health condition,
as Greater Melbourne, 9.7% compared to 9.6% for the greater capital. Within the SELLEN
region, Cardinia’s 5-14-year-olds have the highest incidence of one long-term health condition
(11.6%), which in absolute terms represents 2,058 residents aged 5-14 years. In the City of
Casey, 9.3% of the 5-14-year-old population has one long term condition, representing 5,123
residents. Greater Dandenong has the lowest proportion (8.8%) which represents 1,569
residents. Overall, there are 8,753 residents aged 5-14 years who have at least one long-term
health condition in the SELLEN region.

Very low proportions of 5-14-year-olds are affected by three or more long-term health
conditions within the SELLEN region. In total, only 32 residents aged 5-14 years in the region
had three or more long-term health conditions. Proportionally, Cardinia was highest with 0.1%,
equating to 11 residents.
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Long-term health conditions for SELLEN region’s 5-14-year olds, 2021

The region’s 15-24-year-olds had higher rates of incidence of long-term health conditions than
5-14-year-olds. Overall, 13.6% of SELLEN’s 15-24-year olds have one long-term health
condition, equating to 11,139 residents. The proportion is lower than in Greater Melbourne,
where 15.1% of 15-24-year olds have one long-term health condition.

Within the region, Cardinia Shire was once again highest with 17.6% of 15-24-year-olds
having a long-term health condition (4,589 people). Almost 14% of the City of Casey’s 15-24-
year olds have a long-term health condition (11,588 people), followed by Greater Dandenong
with 10.7% (3,719 residents).
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Long-term health conditions for SELLEN region’s 15-24-year olds, 2021

In terms of the types of long-term health conditions affecting the SELLEN’s young people, 5-
14-year-olds and 15-24-year-olds are slightly different.

SELLEN region’s 5-14-year-olds are mainly affected by:

Asthma: 7.8%

Other long-term health condition: 4.1% — this includes any long-term health condition not
provided as an explicit choice in the Census form.

Mental health: 2.3%

Diabetes: 0.2%

Heart disease: 0.2%

SELLEN region’s 15-24-year-olds are mainly affected by:

Mental health: 8.4%

Asthma: 8.1%

Other long-term health condition: 4.4%
Diabetes: 0.5%

Arthritis: 0.3%
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6.3 NDIS Demand

The NDIS Demand Map (https://blcw.dss.gov.au/ndis-demand-map/) is a data analytics tool

that provides information to help providers to grow in the NDIS. The NDIS Demand Map
provides an up to date forecast of the NDIS demand by postcode across Australia. The tool
has information regarding how many NDIS participants currently* live in each postcode in

Victoria and how many are forecasted to live there in 2023.

* = July 2019-June 2020

By combining the 30 postcodes which are within the SELLEN region, the NDIS demand data
can be summarised to present an overview of how many participants there were in 2019/2020
by type and how many are expected there by 2023. Unfortunately, no age breakdown is

possible with this data so only totals are presented.

Within the SELLEN, most current (2019/2020) participants had autism (between 2,805 and
3,066 people), followed by Intellectual Disability and Down Syndrome (1,913 — 2,183
participants). Between 1,158 and 1,401 participants also have Developmental delay. By 2023,

it is anticipated that the number of participants with Autism could increase by up to 2,224
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(+73%), Developmental Delay by up to 1,223 participants (+87%) and Intellectual Disability

and Down Syndrome by up to 969 participants (+44%). The largest proportional increase is

expected to be for all other disabilities (+122%) and disability caused by injury (+113%).

Type of disability Current no. of

participants

(2019-20)
All other disabilities 321 -501
Autism 2,805 — 3,066
Developmental Delay 1,158 — 1,401
Disability caused by Injury 157 — 328
Intellectual Disability & Down 1,913 -2,183
Syndrome
Mental lliness Associated Disability 946 — 1 144
Neurological Disorder 981 - 1,215
Vision, Hearing, Speech or Other 757 — 1,000

Sensory Impairments

Forecasted no.

of participants
(2023)
508 - 1,111
2,182 - 5,290
662 — 2,624
287 - 700
1,648 — 3,152

632 — 1,845
711 -1,311
626 — 1,360

Absolute

change

187 to 610
-623 t0 2,224
-496 to 1,223
130to 372
-265 to 969

-314 to 701
-270 to 96
-131 to 360

Percentage

change

58 - 122%
-22 - 73%

-43 - 87%
83 -113%
-14 — 44%

-33-61%
-28 - 8%
-17 - 36%

NDIS demand and number of participants by disability type in 30 postcodes covering the
SELLEN region

6.4 Sexual and reproductive health

The Victorian Women’s Health Atlas (https://victorianwomenshealthatlas.net.au) describes

sexual and reproductive health as a fundamental human right and is expressed through

diverse sexualities and forms of sexual expression. This includes the right to healthy and

respectful relationships, the right to exercise reproductive choices, access to accurate

information, and access to timely and effective health services that are affordable, inclusive,

safe and appropriate.

Adolescent birth statistics (from 2019) show that of all women giving birth in Victoria in 2019,

1.2 per cent were younger than 20 years of age. Across all Victorian local government areas,

the average adolescent birth rate for the two-year period 2018 to 2019 was 9.05 live births per

1,000 teenage women. This represents a decline of almost 49% compared with the 2011-

2012 two-year period (17.7 births per 1,000 teenage women). This is consistent with the

Australia-wide long-term trend of gradually declining adolescent birth rates.
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The information presented in this section is based on a “2019 Aggregate 2 year rate (per
1,000)". The rate equals the number of live births to women younger than 20 years in the two-
year period Jan 2018-Dec 2019, by LGA, per 1,000 women aged 13-19 residing in that LGA.

Adolescent birth rates have been declining in the SELLEN region, as well as in Victoria
overall. Between 2012 and 2019, the average birth rate of live children per 1,000 women aged
13-19 years in the SELLEN region was 13.8, and in Victoria, 13.5. In 2019, SELLEN region’s
adolescent birth rate was 9.9 live births per 1,000 females aged 13-19 years, compared to 9.8
in Victoria.

Within the region, Cardinia Shire had the highest adolescent birth rate in 2019 (10.9), followed
by the City of Greater Dandenong (10.1) and then the City Casey (9.6). The average over the
2012-2019 period was highest in Greater Dandenong (15.6) followed by Cardinia (14.9) and
Casey (12.6).
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Adolescent birth rates for SELLEN region’s 13-19-year-old females (rate per,1000), 2012-2019
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6.5 Physical activity levels of young people

The Department of Education and Training’s “Victorian Student Health and Wellbeing Survey
(VSHAWS)” collects information about the proportion of young people who do the
recommended amount of physical activity every day. The recommended amount is defined as
“at least 60 minutes of physical activity every day (NH&MRC guidelines)”. Young people refer
to students in Years 5, 8 and 11 and the data points from this survey are from 2014, 2016 and
2018. The survey results are not published by LGA but by region and the “Southern

Melbourne” region represents the same geographic area covered by the SELLEN region.

A lower proportion of young people in the SELLEN region do the recommended amount of
physical activity every day than in Greater Melbourne or Victoria. In 2018, 19.5% of Year 5,8
and 11 students did the recommended amounts of physical activity, compared to 22.8% in
Greater Melbourne and 23.4% in Victoria. Furthermore, the proportions have been decreasing
over time in the SELLEN region, albeit only by 1.7% since 2014 whereas the decreases in
Greater Melbourne and Victoria were larger (-2.8% and -2.6%, respectively).

W2014 m2016 = 2018
30%

26.0%

25.6%

25%
23.2% 55 goo 23.3% 23.4%

21.2% 21.0%

0% 19.5%

15%

10%

5%

Proportion of Year 5,8,11 students meeting physical activity
guidelines

0%
Southern Melbourne Region Greater Melhourne Victoria

Area

Proportion of young people who do recommended amount of physical activity each day,
SELLEN region, 2014-2018
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7.Household characteristics

Key findings for the SELLEN region

SELLEN region’s household composition shows a predominantly family-oriented area
with more than 50% households being families with children or single parent
households.

The region also has a significant proportion of couples without children who are usually

younger couples.

Compared to Greater Melbourne, the region has more families and fewer lone person

households.

The SELLEN region’s average household size is larger than Greater Melbourne,

primarily due to a higher proportion of larger, family-oriented dwellings.

Low-income families make up a slightly lower proportion of all families than is the case

in Greater Melbourne.

Median mortgage repayments and median rental payments are lower in the SELLEN
region than Greater Melbourne.

Housing stress, (expressed in the form of high proportion of household income used to
service housing cost), is higher in the SELLEN region than Greater Melbourne.

The SELLEN region makes up 13% of Greater Melbourne’s population, but 17.8% of

Greater Melbourne’s homeless population.

The SELLEN region’s household and family structure is one of the most important

demographic indicators. It reveals the area's residential role and function, era of settlement

and provides key insights into the level of demand for services and facilities as most are

related to age and household types.
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7.1 Household composition

The SELLEN region’s household composition shows a largely family-oriented area where over
40% of households are families with children, and over 20% are couples without children,
namely younger couples without children who will likely create a family (especially those living
in new family-friendly greenfield estates) or older couples without children/empty nesters.
Over 17%of households are lone person households (composed slightly more of older lone

person households than younger or middle aged lone person households).

Compared to Greater Melbourne, the SELLEN region has a higher proportion of couples with
children and one parent families but a lower proportion of couples without children, group
households and lone person households.

Within the region, the City of Casey has the highest proportion of couples with children (45%
of all households), followed by Cardinia Shire (38%) and Greater Dandenong (34%). Cardinia
Shire has the highest proportion of couples without children (24%), followed by Casey (21%)
and Greater Dandenong (20%).

Greater Dandenong has the highest proportion of lone person households (21%) who are
mostly older lone persons. Cardinia and Casey have lower proportions of lone person
households (19% and 15%, respectively). One parent families are higher in Greater
Dandenong (13%) than in Cardinia or Casey (12%) and group household representation is

also highest in Greater Dandenong.
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Household composition in the SELLEN region, 2021

7.2 Average household size

The SELLEN region’s average household size (people per household) has been consistently
higher than the Greater Melbourne average over the past 20 years. The high figure is due to
the typology of households in the region — predominantly families with children living in

established or new family-friendly suburbs.

Within the SELLEN region, the City of Casey has the largest average household size at 3.06
(as of 2021). Casey has had the largest average household size for the past 20 years.
Cardinia’s average household size was second highest in the region until the 2011-2016
period, when it was overtaken by Greater Dandenong, where the average household size
increased. Overall, it is expected that the SELLEN region will continue to have an average
household size larger than Greater Melbourne while residential development growth and
availability of new family-oriented dwellings continues to provide housing opportunities for

larger households.

The Victoria in Future projections assume that the SELLEN region’s average household size
will decline to 2.88 by 2036, likely driven by ageing in place and a larger number of smaller,

older households.
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7.3 Low-income families

Low income households refer to those receiving less than $800 per week (before tax in 2021).

Within the SELLEN region, the proportion of households which are low-income households is:

Cardinia Shire: 16.7% (6,641 households)

City of Casey: 15.4% (17,498 households)

City of Greater Dandenong: 25.1% (13,044 households)
SELLEN region: 18.1% (37,183 households)

Greater Melbourne: 19.0%

The SELLEN region has a slightly higher proportion of families which are considered low-
income (less than $800 per week) than Greater Melbourne, 10.8% compared to 10.4%. Within
the SELLEN region, Greater Dandenong has the highest proportion of low-income families,
15.4%, followed by Cardinia Shire and the City of Casey, both with 9.4%.
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Low-income families as a percentage of all family households in the SELLEN region, 2021

Most low-income families have one child. In the SELLEN region, 39% of families which
receive less than $800 gross per week have only one child, a proportion lower than in Greater
Melbourne (45%). 37% of SELLEN region low-income families have two children, a proportion
similar to Greater Melbourne, and 16% have three children, higher than Greater Melbourne’s
13%. Only 8% of low-income families in the SELLEN region have four or more dependent
children. Within the region, low-income families in the City of Casey have the largest
proportion of 3 dependent children or more (26%), followed by the Cardinia Shire (22%) and
the City of Greater Dandenong (21%).
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Most low-income one parent families in the SELLEN region have one dependent child
(44.6%), which is almost identical to Greater Melbourne (44.7%). A lower proportion of low-
income one parent families have two children (37% compared to 36% in Greater Melbourne).
Almost 19% of SELLEN region one parent low-income families have three or more dependent

children, which is the same as in Greater Melbourne.

Within the region, Greater Dandenong is the LGA with the largest proportion of low-income
one parent families with only one child (49%), followed by Cardinia and Casey with 42%. All
three LGAs have similar proportions of one parent low-income families with two dependent
children (36-37%). Greater Dandenong has a lower proportion of low-income one parent
households with three or more dependent children (14%) than Cardinia Shire or the City of
Casey (both with 20%).
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7.4 Housing costs

Housing costs can be described in terms of housing loan repayments and rental payments.
Another measure of housing costs and a simple measure of housing stress is understanding
how many households spend a significant portion of household income to service housing
costs, such as mortgage repayments or rental payments.

7.41 Median mortgage and rental costs

Median weekly mortgage repayments in the SELLEN region were 5.2% lower than in Greater
Melbourne. In 2021, the weekly median mortgage repayment was $437, compared to $461 in
Greater Melbourne. Within the SELLEN region, Casey had the highest median mortgage
repayments at $450 per week, followed by Cardinia ($437) and Greater Dandenong ($412).
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Area Median weekly

mortgage repayment

Cardinia $431
Casey $450
Greater Dandenong $412
SELLEN Region $437

Greater Melbourne $461

Median weekly mortgage repayments in the SELLEN region, 2021

Median weekly rental payments in the SELLEN region were 5.6% lower than in Greater
Melbourne. In 2021, the weekly median rental payment was $368, compared to $390 in
Greater Melbourne. Within the SELLEN region, Casey again had the highest median rental
payments at $380 per week, followed by Cardinia ($361) and Greater Dandenong ($346).

Area Median rental
payments

Cardinia $361

Casey $380

Greater Dandenong $346

SELLEN Region $368

Greater Melbourne $390

Median weekly rental payments in the SELLEN region, 2021

7.4.2 Housing costs as proportion of income

There are many different definitions of housing stress, but the most commonly used definitions
look at households spending more than 30% of income on housing costs. This section
presents households who have a mortgage or are otherwise paying off a dwelling, or are
renting in the SELLEN region, and paying more than 30% of their usual gross weekly income

on mortgage payments or rent.

Housing affordability has become a significant social and economic problem in recent years.
30% is usually agreed as the maximum percentage of income households can reasonably

afford to spend on housing.
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Over 18% of households with a mortgage in the SELLEN region were experiencing mortgage
stress in 2021. Given the recent increases in home loan interest rates, this figure has very
likely increased since 2021, resulting in an even higher proportion of households paying more

than 30% of household income on home loan repayments.

Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion of households with a
mortgage paying more than 30% on housing costs (22.1%), followed by Casey (18.3%) and
Cardinia (15.1%).

Area Proportion of
households with
mortgage paying >30%
on mortgage

Cardinia 15.1%
Casey 18.3%
Greater Dandenong 22.1%
SELLEN Region 18.3%
Greater Melbourne 16.8%

Proportion of households with a mortgage paying 30% or more of household income on

mortgage, 2021

In 2021, 31% of SELLEN households that rent paid more than 30% of household income on
rent. This proportion was almost identical to that of Greater Melbourne (30.9%). Within the
region, all three LGAs had similar levels of rental stress. Greater Dandenong had the highest
proportion with 32.5%, followed by 31.4% in Cardinia and Casey, with 29.9%. As with
mortgage costs, rental stress is expected to have increased since the 2021 Census, meaning
that the figures presented in this section are likely to be higher in 2023.

Area Proportion of

households that rent

paying >30% on rent

Cardinia 31.4%
Casey 29.9%
Greater Dandenong 32.5%
SELLEN Region 31.0%
Greater Melbourne 30.9%

Proportion of households that rent paying 30% or more of household income on rent, 2021
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7.5 Homelessness

The Australian Bureau of Statistics publishes estimates of persons who were homeless or
marginally housed as calculated from the Census of Population and Housing. The “Estimating
Homelessness” publication presents estimates of the prevalence of homelessness by LGA, as

totals.

In 2021, most homeless people in the SELLEN region lived in Greater Dandenong (2,366
persons, making up 51.9% of SELLEN region’s homeless population). A further 40.7% (1,852
persons) lived in Casey and 7.4% (337 persons), in Cardinia. Since 2016, the proportion of
the region’s homeless population living in Cardinia increased by 1%, the proportion living in
Casey increased by 3.5% whereas the Greater Dandenong’s homeless population made up a
lower proportion of the region’s total in 2021 (51.9%) than in 2016 (56.4%).

The SELLEN region makes up 13% of Greater Melbourne’s population, but 18.9% of Greater
Melbourne’s homeless population, an increase since 2016 when the region’s homeless

population total made up 17.8% of Greater Melbourne’s homeless population.

Area Estimated homeless Proportion of regional
persons homelessness total

Cardinia 337 7.4% (6.4%)

Casey 1,852 40.7% (37.2%)

Greater Dandenong 2,366 51.9% (56.4%)

SELLEN Region 4,555 100%

Greater Melbourne 24,051 18.9% of Greater

Melbourne’s homeless
population in the
SELLEN region

Estimated number of homeless persons in the SELLEN region, 2021

Homelessness data published by the ABS also contains information about the type of

homelessness people are experiencing and also information about other marginal housing,

such as living in crowded or improvised dwellings.
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In 2021, 53% of homeless people (2,392) living in the SELLEN region were living in severely
crowded dwellings. A further 24.5% (1,114 people) lived in boarding houses and 15.4% (701

people) lived in supported accommodation for the homeless.

Between 2016 and 2021, most categories of homelessness increased in number (with the
exception of people living in improvised dwellings, tents or sleeping out). The ABS notes that
the “people living in boarding houses” category in 2021 cannot be directly compared to 2016
data due to improvements in data quality through greater use of administrative data, so the
increase from 403 to 1,114 is likely affected by that data collection improvement.
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Homelessness in the SELLEN region by operational group (type of homelessness), 2016-2021
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8. Education

Key findings for the SELLEN region

Year 12 is the highest level of schooling for SELLEN region’s 20-24-year-old residents
but is slightly lower than in Greater Melbourne.

Conversely, a higher proportion of 20-24-year-olds in the region have a school
qualification below Year 11, compared to Greater Melbourne.

Most overseas born 20-24-year-olds with highest levels of schooling below Year 11 in
the SELLEN region are Afghani.

A smaller proportion of SELLEN region residents than Greater Melbourne residents
have a Bachelor or Higher Degree and conversely a larger proportion of SELLEN
region residents have a Vocational qualification or no qualification, compared to the

Capital City benchmark.

Most 20-24-year-olds in the SELLEN region attend a university rather than Vocational

institution.

Education information, in the form of highest level of schooling completed, highest education
qualifications and educational institution attendance are important metrics of socio-economic
status. The information also allows assessment of the skill base of the population. The
SELLEN region's educational qualifications help to evaluate the economic opportunities and
socio-economic status of the area and identify skill gaps in the labour market.

8.1 Highest level of schooling

This section examines the highest level of schooling obtained for SELLEN region’s 20-24-
year-olds. Most 20-24-year-olds in the SELLEN region completed Year 12 of schooling
(78.6%). This was a lower proportion than for the same group in Greater Melbourne (84%).
Within the SELLEN region, Greater Dandenong had the highest proportion of 20-24-year-old
residents with a Year 12 level of schooling (82.1%), followed by Cardinia (78.6%) and Casey
(73.1%).
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The proportion of 20-24-year-olds who completed Year 11 as their highest level of schooling
was higher in the SELLEN region (6.7%) than in Greater Melbourne (5%). Within the region,
Casey had the largest proportion who have Year 11 as their highest level of schooling (9.8%),
followed by Cardinia (6.8%) and Greater Dandenong (4.4%).

In 2021, 8.5% of SELLEN region’s 20-24-year-olds had Year 10 or below as their highest level
of schooling, a proportion higher than in Greater Melbourne (5.6%). Within the region, Casey
had the highest proportion of 20-24-year-olds with a level of schooling at Year 10 or below
(12%), followed by Cardinia (8.6%) and Greater Dandenong (6%).

Very low proportion of 20-24-year-olds had no school qualifications in the SELLEN region
(1%), equating to 414 20-24-year-olds. The proportion of this age group who did not obtain a
school qualification in Greater Melbourne was lower, at 0.4%. Within the region, Greater
Dandenong had the highest proportion of 20-24-year-olds with no school completion (1.7%),
or 190 residents, followed by Cardinia (0.9%, 209 residents) and Casey (0.2%, 17 residents).

908 B Cardinia MCasey M Greater Dandenong BSELLEN region B Greater Melbourne
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Highest level of schooling for the SELLEN region’s 20-24-year-old population, 2021

]
Id informed
° decisions

55



South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report

8.1.1 Level of schooling below Year 11

Leaving school prior to Year 11 can be a disadvantage from a socio-economic perspective
because it is often linked to lower levels of educational attainment and limited job
opportunities. In turn, this leads to lower income, higher rates of unemployment and reduced
social mobility, all which are causes of poverty and disadvantage. On the other hand, higher
levels of schooling lead to improved living standards and increased opportunities.

In the SELLEN region, 9.5% of 20-24-year-olds had a highest level of schooling which was
below Year 11 (inclusive of no school qualification). This proportion was higher than that of
Greater Melbourne (6.0%). Within the region, Casey had the highest proportion of 20-24-year-
olds with highest levels of schooling below Year 11 (12.2%), followed by Cardinia (9.5%) and
Greater Dandenong (7.7%).

14%

12.2%

12%
10% 9.5% 9.5%
5% 7.7%
o 6.0%
a%
2%
0%

Cardinia Casey Greater Dandenong SELLEN region Greater Melbourne

Proportion of 20-24-year-olds with highest schooling below Yr. 11
®

Area

Proportion of 20-24-year-olds with highest level of schooling below Year 11

In terms of birthplace characteristics of 20-24-year-old SELLEN region residents who have a
highest level of schooling below Year 11, most are naturally born in Australia, which is
reflective of the overall cultural makeup of the region. Of the non-Australian birthplaces for
residents with qualifications below Year 11, Afghanistan represented 7.8% of all 20-24-year-
olds (282 people in total), followed by New Zealand at 3% (109 people), Pakistan at 1.8% (64
people) and Cambodia at 1.7% (63 people).
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Within the region there was variation of birthplace for 20-24-year-olds with below-Year 11
schooling. In Cardinia Shire, Australia made up 91% of this group, whereas in Casey and
Greater Dandenong, the proportion of Australian born residents was lower (75% and 51%,
respectively). Afghanistan features as a top-three birthplace in all three SELLEN LGAs, with
Cardinia also including England and Sri Lanka, which are not present in the top-five of the
other two LGAs. New Zealand features in the top-three for Cardinia and Casey whereas
Pakistan and Iran only feature in Casey’s top-five. Greater Dandenong includes Cambodia,
Malaysia and Thailand, which are not represented in any of the other LGAS’ statistics for 20-
24-year-olds with highest level of schooling below Year 11.

Rank | Cardinia Shire City of Casey City of Greater SELLEN region
Dandenong

1 Australia (90.8%)  Australia (75.4%) @ Australia (50.8%)  Australia (74.1%)

2 New Zealand Afghanistan Afghanistan Afghanistan
(2.0%) (9.4%) (10.9%) (7.8%)

3 Afghanistan New Zealand Cambodia (7.4%)  New Zealand
(1.1%) (4.1%) (3.0%)
England (0.9%) Pakistan (2.4%) Malaysia (5.1%) Pakistan (1.8%)
Sri Lanka (0.7%) Iran (1.2%) Thailand (2.5%) Cambodia (1.7%)

Birthplace of SELLEN residents aged 20-24 years with highest level of schooling below Year 11.

8.2 Highest educational qualifications

Highest educational qualifications relate to education outside of primary and secondary school
and are one of the most important indicators of socio-economic status. With other data
sources, such as employment status, income and occupation, SELLEN region’s highest
educational qualifications help to evaluate the economic opportunities and socio-economic

status of the area and identify skill gaps in the labour market.

In 2021, 21.2% of SELLEN region’s residents aged over 15 years had a Bachelor of Higher
Degree. This was a significantly lower figure than in Greater Melbourne, where 32.8% of
residents aged 15 years and older had a Bachelor of Higher Degree. Within the region, Casey
had the highest proportion of residents with a Bachelor or Higher Degree (22%), followed by
Greater Dandenong (21.1%) and Cardinia (19.1%).
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A similar proportion of SELLEN region residents and Greater Melbourne have an Advanced
Diploma or a Diploma as their highest qualification achieved, 10.6% compared to 10% in
Greater Melbourne. Within the region, Casey had the highest proportion of residents with this

qualification (11.2%), closely followed by Cardinia (11.1%) and Greater Dandenong (8.7%).

The SELLEN region had a higher proportion of residents with a Vocational qualification than
Greater Melbourne (18.3%) compared to 14.8%. Within the region, Cardinia had the highest
proportion of residents with a Vocational qualification (23.9%), followed by Casey (18.9%) and
Greater Dandenong (12.8%).

Finally, the proportion of residents aged 15 years and older with no formal qualifications
beyond primary or secondary school was higher in the SELLEN region (42.2%) than in
Greater Melbourne (35.2%). Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the highest proportion
of residents aged 15 years and older with no qualification (48.7%), followed by Casey (40.7%)
and Cardinia (38.1%).
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Highest educational qualifications achieved for SELLEN region residents, 2021
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8.3 Tertiary institution attendance

Tertiary institution attendance for the SELLEN region’s 20-24-year-olds provides insight into
education after secondary school and the proportion of resident 20-24-year-olds who are
participating in higher education. This information is best viewed in conjunction with
employment and youth disengagement, which describe participation in the labour force or

education for the region’s 20-24-year-old population.

The proportion of SELLEN region’s 20-24-year-olds attending a vocational education
institution (such as TAFE), is higher than that of Greater Melbourne’s 20-24-year-olds (11.4%
compared to 9.3%). On the other hand, university attendance is lower than Greater Melbourne
(27.5% compared to 37.6%). Almost 53% of SELLEN region’s 20-24-year-olds did not attend
any educational institution, compared to 45% in Greater Melbourne.

Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the highest proportion of 20-24-year-olds attending
a vocational education institution (12%), followed by Cardinia (11.5%) and Casey (11.1%).
Greater Dandenong also had the largest proportion of 20-24-year-olds attending a university
(32.3%), followed by Casey (27%) and Cardinia (21.3%).

Inversely, the proportion of 20-24-year-olds who did not attend any educational institution was
highest in Cardinia (60.6%), followed by Casey (53.9%) and Greater Dandenong (44.7%).
These residents predominantly chose employment over education and this information is

reflected in employment statistics (section 8 of the report).
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8.4 Connection to school

Connection to school information comes from the Victorian Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development. The data refers to the proportion of students, in Year 5 and 6

(combined) and Year 7 to 9) who report feeling connected with their school.

While useful, it should be noted that this information is outdated, with the last data

point being from 2015.

The student Attitudes to School (AtoS) Survey measures students’ attitudinal experiences of
school across a range of factors. The survey is optional at the school level, but if a school
participates, then all students in Years 5 to 12 in the school usually complete the survey — that
is, it is a census of Year 5 to 12 students in participating schools.

The questionnaire contains 52 statements which are grouped into 11 factors (e.g. School
Connectedness, Student Safety). The data presented for this indicator is taken from
responses to the question ‘| feel | belong to this school’. (Source:

https://discover.data.vic.gov.au/dataset/vcams-students-feeling-connected-with-their-school).
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In 2015, 85.4% of Year 5 and 6 students in the SELLEN region felt connected to their school,
a proportion slightly higher than in Victoria (84.8%). Within the region, Year 5 and 6 students
in Greater Dandenong had the highest level of connectedness to their school in 2015 (86.9%)
and over time since 2011.Cardinia’s Year 5 and 6 students experienced a decline between
2013 and 2015 and in the last published year of the survey, 85.3% felt connected to their
school. Casey had the lowest connectedness rate at 84.8%.
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Proportion of Year 5 and 6 (combined) students who felt connected to their school, 2011-2015

School connectedness rates decrease significantly for Year 7 to 9 students in the “Student
Attitudes to School (AtoS) Survey” dataset. In the SELLEN region, 60.3% of Year 7 to Year 9
students felt connected to their school, a rate which has remained relatively stable in the
2011-2015 period. The SELLEN rate is lower than in Victoria (62.3% in 2015).

Within the region, Greater Dandenong again had the highest rates of connectedness to school
and in 2015 this was 62.9% of Year 7 to Year 9 students. The second highest LGA in terms of
connection to school was Casey (61.2%), a rate which decreased slightly since 2011. Cardinia
Shire had the lowest rate of connection to school by Year 7 to Year 9 students in 2015, with

54%. This rate was an improvement over the previous 3-4 years but still lowest in the SELLEN

region.
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9. Employment

Key findings for the SELLEN region

The unemployment rate of the SELLEN region labour force was slightly higher than
Greater Melbourne’s in 2021. Greater Dandenong has the highest unemployment rate
and Cardinia, the lowest.

The youth unemployment rate in the region was higher than in Greater Melbourne.

Participation in the labour force in the SELLEN region was similar to Greater
Melbourne. Within the region, Cardinia had the highest level of participation and

Greater Dandenong, the lowest. Youth labour force trends were similar.

Labour force participation rates were higher for SELLEN region residents who speak
another language and English very well, than for residents who speak English only.
Labour force participation rates were significantly lower for residents with poor English

proficiency.

Youth disengagement in the SELLEN region is higher than in Greater Melbourne.
Average hours worked were the same in the SELLEN region as in Greater Melbourne.
However, average hours worked for SELLEN region’s 15-24-year-olds was higher than
for the same age group in Greater Melbourne.

The median weekly household income in the SELLEN region was lower than Greater
Melbourne’s. The SELLEN region also has a lower proportion of “high-income

households” than Greater Melbourne.

Total disposable income estimates in the SELLEN region are lower than in Greater
Melbourne.

Provision of unpaid care is lower in the SELLEN region than Greater Melbourne.
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The SELLEN region’s employment statistics are an important indicator of socio-economic
status. The levels of full or part-time employment, unemployment and labour force
participation indicate the strength of the local economy and social characteristics of the
population. This section assesses employment, unemployment and labour force participation

for the SELLEN region’s population as well as the region’s younger residents.
The two most important measures are:

Unemployment rate - the number of people looking for work, as a percentage of the labour
force (employed and unemployed over 15)

Labour force participation rate - the labour force expressed as a percentage of the total
population over 15.

9.1 Unemployment rate

The unemployment rate of SELLEN residents who are in the labour force is slightly higher
than that of Greater Melbourne. 5.8% compared to 5.3%. Within the region, Greater
Dandenong had the highest unemployment rate in 2021, with 7.3% of the labour force
unemployed. The City of Casey had the second highest rate of 5.7% and Cardinia Shire had
the lowest unemployment rate, with 4.3% of the labour force.
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9.2 Youth unemployment rate

Youth unemployment applies the same principles and refers to the same data as the previous

section but focuses only on residents aged 15-24 years.

The youth unemployment rate in the SELLEN region is higher than that of Greater Melbourne,
13.5% compared to 12.2% in Greater Melbourne. Within the region, youth unemployment rate
mirrors the patterns of the overall unemployment rate with the City of Greater Dandenong
being highest (14.8% youth unemployment), followed by the City of Casey (13.9%) and
Cardinia Shire (10.8%).
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Youth unemployment rate across the SELLEN region, 2021

9.3 Labour force participation

The 'Labour force' is all persons aged 15 years and over who are either employed or looking
for work and available to start. Both full and part-time work counts towards the labour force.
The ‘Participation Rate’ is defined as the labour force expressed as a percentage of the total

population aged 15+ years.

The SELLEN region’s labour force participation rate is slightly lower than that of Greater

Melbourne, 63% compared to 64% in the greater capital. Within the region, Cardinia Shire has
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the highest labour force participation rate (67%), followed by the City of Casey (65%) and
lastly, the City of Greater Dandenong (56%).
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Labour force participation rate across the SELLEN region, 2021

9.4 Youth labour force participation

Youth labour force participation applies the same principles and refers to the same data as the
previous section but focuses only on residents aged 15-24 years. Many 15-24-year-olds
participate in education, so labour force participation would be understandably lower than the
overall population average, however the overall labour force participation also includes many
older residents who are retired, therefore the two labour force participation cohorts represent
residents in different life stages. Disengagement (explored later in this section of the report) is
a better way of understanding disengagement of younger residents who do not partake in

education or employment.

The SELLEN region’s youth labour force participation rate is slightly lower than that of Greater
Melbourne, with 64.1% of residents aged 15-24 years either employed or unemployed and
looking for work, compared to 65.8% in Greater Melbourne. Within the region, Cardinia Shire
has the highest youth labour force participation rate (70.4%), followed by the City of Casey
(64.5%) and the City of Greater Dandenong (58.4%).

]
Id informed
° decisions

66



80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

Youth labour force participation rate

10%

0%

South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report

I | I I
Casey Greater Dandenong SELLEN region Greater Melbourne

Area

Youth labour force participation rate across the SELLEN region, 2021

9.5 Labour force participation by proficiency in English

Over 8% of the SELLEN region’s population has poor English proficiency, meaning they

speak another language at home, but do not speak English well or at all. In Greater

Melbourne, this percentage is a lower 5%.

For the SELLEN region and within the region, the highest levels of labour force participation

are for residents who speak another language and English very well/well (72.1%). Second

highest participation rates are for residents who speak English only (68%). Lowest labour

force participation rates in the region and within the region are for residents who speak

another language but do not speak English well/at all (that is, residents with poor proficiency

in English). In the SELLEN region, this rate was 34.7%, meaning that 34.7% of SELLEN

residents aged over 15 years participated in the labour force, a percentage which was higher

than Greater Melbourne’s 29.8%.
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Labour force participation

Area Speaks English Another language + Does not speak
only English very well/well English well or at all

Cardinia 70.7% 75.8% 36.8%

Casey 69.5% 73.3% 30.9%

Greater Dandenong  56.4% 69.3% 37.2%

SELLEN region 68.0% 72.1% 34.7%

Greater Melbourne 69.6% 70.4% 29.8%

Labour force participation by English proficiency within the SELLEN region, 2021

Unemployment statistics by proficiency in English show that in the SELLEN region, labour
force participants who speak English only have the lowest unemployment rate (4.9%),

followed by labour force participants who speak English and speak another language very
well/well (6.5%). The highest levels of unemployment are for SELLEN region labour force

participants who do not speak English very well/at all), with 10.4%.

Unemployment rate

Area Speaks English Another language + Does not speak
only English very well/well English well or at all

Cardinia 3.9% 5.8% 9.6%

Casey 4.9% 6.3% 12.0%

Greater Dandenong | 7.4% 6.9% 9.4%

SELLEN region 4.9% 6.5% 10.4%

Greater Melbourne 4.4% 6.6% 11.8%

These statistics show that residents in the SELLEN region who speak English and another
language are most active in the labour force, from a participation perspective, whereas
residents who have poor English proficiency have the lowest labour force participation rates,
by far. SELLEN region unemployment statistics show that labour force participants who speak
English only have the lowest unemployment rates, followed by residents who speak English
and another language. Highest levels of unemployment are for labour force participants with

poor English proficiency.
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9.6 Industries of employment

Retail Trade is the most common industry of employment for SELLEN region’s 15-24-year
olds, with 20.4% being employed in the industry in 2021. This is followed by the
accommodation and food industry (18.2%), Construction (11.6%), Health care and social

assistance (9.5%) and Manufacturing (6.6%).

Compared to Greater Melbourne’s employed 15-24-year-olds, the SELLEN region had a
larger proportion of 15-24-year-olsd employed in manufacturing (6.6% compared to 4.3%),
construction (11.6% compared to 9.6%), and health care and social assistance (9.5%

compared to 8.8% in Greater Melbourne.

On the other hand, compared to Greater Melbourne, a smaller proportion of SELLEN region’s
15-24-year-olds were employed in the accommodation and food industry (18.2% compared to
20.5%), professional, scientific and technical services (3% compared to 4.8%), education and
training (4.6% compared to 5.9%) and retail trade (20.4% compared to 20.8%).
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Within the region, the City of Casey had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed in
the Retail trade industry (21.4%), followed by the City of Greater Dandenong (19.7%) and
Cardinia Shire with the lowest (18.5%).

Cardinia Shire had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed in the accommodation
and food industry (19.7%), followed by the City of Greater Dandenong (18.6%) and the City of
Casey with the lowest (17.5%).

Cardinia Shire had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed in construction
(15.4%), followed by the City of Casey (12.3%) and Greater Dandenong (6.5%).

The City of Casey and City of Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-
olds employed in health care and social assistance (9.6%), followed by Cardinia Shire (8.8%).

Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed in manufacturing
(8.4%), followed by the City of Casey and Cardinia Shire (6.1%).
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9.7 Occupations of employment

Sales workers are the most common occupation for the SELLEN region’s 15-24-year-olds,
with 23% being employed in this occupation. This is followed by labourers (14.2%),
technicians and trades workers (16.1%), Community and personal service workers (14.1%)

and Clerical and administrative workers (8.6%).

Compared to Greater Melbourne’s 15-24-year-olds, SELLEN region had a larger proportion
employed as labourers (17.8% compared to 14.2%) and technicians and trades workers
(16.1% compared to 13.5%) and smaller proportions employed as sales workers (23%
compared to 23.3%), community and personal service workers (14.1% compared to 17.7%)
and clerical and administrative workers (8.6% compared to 9.5%).

Within the region, the City of Casey had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed as
sales workers (24.1%), followed by Cardinia Shire (22.4%) and the City of Greater Dandenong
(22%).

The City of Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed as
labourers (20.4%), followed by Cardinia Shire (18.4%) and the City of Casey (16.9%).

Cardinia Shire had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed as technicians and
trades workers (20.1%), followed by the City of Casey (16.7%) and the City of Greater
Dandenong (11.9%).

Cardinia Shire had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed as community and
personal service workers (15.7%), followed by the City of Casey (14%) and the City of Greater
Dandenong (13.8%).

The City of Casey had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-olds employed as clerical and
administrative workers (9.1%), followed by the City of Greater Dandenong (8.2%) and
Cardinia Shire (8%).
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9.8 Youth disengagement

Youth disengagement relates to residents aged 15-24 years who do not participate in
education (full-time or part-rime) or employment (full-time or part-time). People in this age
group are generally expected to be starting out in life, either in employment or looking for
work, in full-time study, or a combination of both. Those 15-24 year-olds who are not in either
of these categories are a particularly vulnerable group who may have failed to engage with
either the employment or education system. Large numbers of people in this category can
indicate a lack of access to employment or education facilities or a population in need of

targeted services to assist them in gaining a foothold in society.

Youth disengagement is higher in the SELLEN region than in Greater Melbourne, with 9% of
the region’s 15-24-year-olds not participating in education or employment, compared to 7% in
Greater Melbourne. Within the SELLEN region, the City of Greater Dandenong has the
highest proportion of disengaged youth (9.5%), followed by the City of Casey (9.1%) and
Cardinia Shire (8.3%).
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Youth disengagement from education and employment, SELLEN region, 2021

9.9 Average hours worked

This dataset describes the working hours of employed residents. It applies only to people
aged 15 and over who were employed in the week prior to Census. It includes employed
people who usually reside in the SELLEN region regardless of where they work and relates
specifically to hours worked the week prior to the Census. It is therefore only an indicator of
full/part time status and does not necessarily reflect the number of hours worked in an
average week. If employed persons were away from work during Census week, hours worked
will be lower. Hours worked relates to all jobs the worker holds, not just the main job referred

to in the industry classification.

In 2021, the average (median) hours worked for employed residents in the SELLEN region
was 38 hours. This average was the same as for Greater Melbourne. Within the region,

average hours worked for the three LGAs were also 38 hours.

In terms of ranges of hours worked, 17.9% of employed residents in the SELLEN region
worked less than 20 hours per week. This is lower than in Greater Melbourne, where 19.2% of

employed residents worked less than 20 hours per week.

]
Id informed
° decisions

73



South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report

Within the region:

18.9% of Cardinia Shire residents worked less than 20 hours per week.
17.6% of City of Casey residents worked less than 20 hours

18.0% of City of Greater Dandenong residents worked less than 20 hours per week.

At the other end of the spectrum, 16.5% of employed residents in the SELLEN region worked
more than 40 hours per week. This was a lower proportion than 19% of employed residents in
Greater Melbourne worked more than 40 hours per week.

Within the region:

20.1% of Cardinia Shire residents worked more than 40 hours per week.
16.6% of City of Casey residents worked more than 40 hours per week.
13.3% of City of Greater Dandenong residents worked more than 40 hours per week.
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For employed residents aged 15-24 years in the SELLEN region, the average hours works per
week in 2021 was 24 hours, which was less than the overall average hours worked for the
SELLEN region (which was 38 hours) and higher than the average hours worked for 15-24-

year-olds in Greater Melbourne, which was 20 hours).

Within the region, the average hours worked for Cardinia and Casey’s 15-24 year-olds was
similar (24 and 25 hours per week, respectively), and lower in Greater Dandenong (20 hours).

In terms of ranges of hours worked, 40.2% of employed 15-24-year-old residents in the
SELLEN region worked less than 20 hours per week. This is lower than in Greater Melbourne,
where 46.7% of employed residents aged 15-24 years worked less than 20 hours per week.

Within the SELLEN region, the proportion of 15-24-year-olds who worked less than 20 hours

per week was:

[ Cardinia Shire: 40.4%
[ City of Casey: 39.9%
[ | City of Greater Dandenong: 40.4%

At the other end of the spectrum, 7.6% of employed 15-24-year-old residents in the SELLEN
region worked more than 40 hours per week. This was a higher proportion than 6.7% of
employed residents aged 15-24 years in Greater Melbourne worked more than 40 hours per

week.

Within the SELLEN region, the proportion of 15-24-year-olds who worked more than 40 hours

per week was:

Cardinia Shire: 7.5%
City of Casey: 9.0%
H City of Greater Dandenong: 6.1%
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Comparison of average hours worked for SELLEN region’s 15-24-year-olds and all employed
residents, 2021

9.10 Household income and sources of income

Households form the common ‘economic unit' in our society. The SELLEN region’s household
income is one of the most important indicators of socio-economic status. With other data
sources, such as qualifications and occupation, it helps to reveal the economic opportunities
and socio-economic status of the SELLEN region. It is important to note that income data is
not necessarily a measure of wealth. For example, if an area has a large number of retirees
this will produce a higher proportion of households with low income, but the retirees may have

large capital wealth.

9.10.1 Household income

In 2021, the median weekly household income in the SELLEN region was $1,732 (gross). This

was 7% lower than the median household income in Greater Melbourne ($1,866).

Household income can be grouped into low and high income bands. Low income households
refer to those receiving less than $800 per week (before tax in 2021). High income
households refer to those receiving more than $3,000 per week (before tax in 2021).

]
Id informed
° decisions

76



South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report

In 2021, the SELLEN region had a lower proportion of low-income households (18/1%) than
Greater Melbourne (19%). Within the region, the proportions differed among the three LGAs
with the City of Casey having the lowest proportion of low-income households (15.4%),
followed by Cardinia Shire (16.7%) and Greater Dandenong, which had the highest proportion

of low-income households in the region with 25.1%.

The proportion of high-income households is notably lower in the SELLEN region than in
Greater Melbourne. In 2021, 18.9% of all SELLEN households were high-income households,
compared to 25.3% in Greater Melbourne. Within the region, the City of Casey had the
highest proportion of high-income households (20.6%), followed by Cardinia Shire (19.5%)
and the City of Greater Dandenong (14.6%).
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Low and high-income households in the SELLEN region, 2021
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9.10.2 Sources of household income

Household disposable income is a measure of the amount of income available to an average
household in the area. It varies depending on the jobs held by the residents, amount of
property and business income, and cash benefits provided by government, which are related
to the socio-economic status of the area. Areas with high unemployment, large numbers of
retirees and others out of the workforce may have a high cash benefits component.

This information gives an insight into both the sources of income and how much SELLEN

region’s residents have available to spend in the area.

Data are based on a 2018-19 price base for all years. NIEIR-ID data are inflation adjusted
each year to allow direct comparison, and annual data releases adjust previous years’ figures

to a new base year. For more information, see https://economy.id.com.au/casey/topic-

notes#sources-of-income.

The SELLEN region’s total income before tax in 2020/21 was $138,264 according to NIEIR
modelling. This total was 11.5% lower than that of Greater Melbourne where total household
income was $156,310. The biggest differences between SELLEN region’s household income
and that of Greater Melbourne was in the “Business income” category, which was 48% lower
in the SELLEN region per household than in Greater Melbourne. Total wages and salaries
were 9% lower in the SELLEN region and property income was 26% lower. On the other
hand, cash benefits were 14% higher in the SELLEN region than Greater Melbourne.

The total disposable income of $124,914 in the SELLEN region was 11% lower than Greater
Melbourne’s $156,310. Within the SELLEN region, Cardinia Shire had the highest total
income before tax and total disposable income, followed by the City of Casey and lastly the
City of Greater Dandenong, which had the lowest household income in the region.
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Cardinia Casey Greater SELLEN Greater
Dandenong region Melbourne
Wages & salaries $95,100 $94,087 $64,419 $86,958 $94,641
Property income $14,185 $12,877 $10,828 $12,613 $17,059
Business income $14,573 $9,810 $5,520 $9,629 $18,431
Superannuation $9,580 $9,032 $7,659 $8,794 $10,517
Cash benefits $21,505 $17,339 $16,400 $17,875 $15,663
Other payments $16,984 $16,419 $9,709 $14,868 $17,520
Tax paid -$23,698 -$21,358 -$12,862 -$19,694 -$27,053
Interest paid -$6,473 -$6,898 -$5,175 -$6,395 -$6,868

Total income before tax $154,942 $143,145 $114,535 $138,264 $156,310
Total disposable income | $141,855 $131,308 $97,497 $124,914 $140,009

Sources of household income data for the SELLEN region, 2020-21, source: National Institute of

Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)

Over time, total disposable household income before tax increased in the SELLEN region.
Since 2016, total household income in the SELLEN region increased by 7.2%, while in
Greater Melbourne, it increased by 5.9%. Within the region, Cardinia Shire has the highest
level of disposable income ($141,855 in 2021), followed by Casey ($131,307) and Greater
Dandenong with a significantly lower $97,497.
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Total disposable income in the SELLEN region, 2016-2021, source: National Institute of

Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)
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9.11 Provision of unpaid care

The proportion of people providing unpaid care for the aged and disabled in the SELLEN
region can be an important indicator of the level of demand for aged care services and
facilities by local and state governments. An increasing proportion of carers among the
population may indicate inadequate aged care provision, or the need for in-home support, or
support for the carers themselves. The level of care provided by individuals is likely to be
affected by household income (which determines ability to access paid services as opposed to
unpaid care), age structure (which determines level of care provided as unpaid care is maostly
provided by older, semi-retired or retired residents) and the ethnic makeup of the community
(where cultural customs regarding taking care of elderly determine levels of unpaid care
provided), as well as the sense of community cohesiveness, especially when a segment of the
population, such as 15-24-year-olds are concerned, which is not traditionally a cohort which
provides high levels of unpaid care.

In 2021, 9% of SELLEN region’s residents aged 15 years and older provided unpaid care for
the aged and disabled. This was lower than in Greater Melbourne (12.4%). Within the region,
provision of unpaid care was highest in Cardinia (9.6%) and lowest in Greater Dandenong
(8.6%).

14%

12.6%

12%
10% 9.6%
9.0% 9.0%
8.6%
8%
6%
4%
2%
0%

Cardinia Casey Greater Dandenong SELLEN region Greater Melbourne

Proportion of population aged 15+ providing unpaid care

Area

Provision of unpaid care by residents aged 15+, 2021
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For the population aged 15-24 years, unpaid care statistics are different to those of the overall
population. In 2021, 5.5% of SELLEN region’s 15-24-year-olds provided unpaid care. In
absolute terms, this equates to 4,480 residents of this age. The proportion was slightly higher
than in Greater Melbourne (5.4%). Within the region, Casey had the highest level of unpaid
care provision by 15-24-year-olds (5.7%), followed by Cardinia and Greater Dandenong, at
5.2% each.

6% 5.7%

5.2% 5.2% > >-4%
5%
4%
3%
2%
1%
0%

Cardinia Casey Greater Dandenong SELLEN region Greater Melbourne

Proportion of population aged 15-24 years providing unpaid care

Area

Provision of unpaid care by residents aged 15-24 years, 2021
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10. Transport

Key findings for the SELLEN region

A larger proportion of SELLEN region households had two or more cars than in
Greater Melbourne. Cardinia and Casey had the largest proportion of households with

three or more cars.

Most 15-24-year-olds in the region lived in households with three or more cars.

In 2021, most employed SELLEN region residents travelled to work by driving a car.

This proportion was higher in the SELLEN region than Greater Melbourne.

Related to Covid-19 restrictions and encouragement to work from home when
possible, “working from home” was the second highest “method of travel to work
category” in the SELLEN region. This was significantly lower in the region compared to

Greater Melbourne.

A lower proportion of SELLEN region residents than Greater Melbourne residents used

public transport as a method of travel to work.

SELLEN region’s employed 15-24-year olds also predominantly drove a car to work, a
large proportion did not work on Census day and a larger proportion were passengers
in a car, than the overall employed SELLEN region population.

Transport assesses the number of motor vehicles present in households where 15-24-year-

olds reside and the method of travel to work for employed 15-24-year-olds, within the SELLEN

region.

10.1 Number of cars per household

The ability of the population to access services and employment is strongly influenced by

access to transport. The number of motor vehicles per household in the SELLEN region

gquantifies access to private transport and will be influenced by age structure and household
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type, which determine the number of adults present; access to public transport; distance to

shops, services, employment and education; and household income.

Depending on these factors, car ownership can be seen as a measure of advantage or
disadvantage, or a neutral socio-economic measure, which impacts on the environment and

quality of life.

In 2021, most SELLEN region households had two motor vehicles (39.7%), a proportion
higher than Greater Melbourne where 35.1% of households had two motor vehicles. Almost
29% of SELLEN households had only one motor vehicle, lower than 36% in Greater
Melbourne. Over 22% of households in the region had three or more vehicles, which was also
higher than the Greater Melbourne average (16.3%). Lastly, 4.1% of SELLEN households had
no motor vehicles in 2021, a proportion half that of Greater Melbourne (8.2%).

Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion of households with no motor
vehicle (7.8%). Greater Dandenong also had the largest proportion of households with one
motor vehicle (34.8%). Casey had the largest proportion of households with two motor
vehicles (42.5%) and Cardinia had the largest proportion of households with three or more

motor vehicles (24.4%).

M Cardinia W Casey B Greater Dandenong B SELLEN region B Greater Melbourne
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Number of cars per household in the SELLEN region, 2021
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For 15-24-year-old SELLEN residents, number of cars per household statistics are notably
different to the overall population. SELLEN region residents aged 15-24-years live
predominantly in households with three or more motor vehicles (49%), followed by two-motor
vehicle households (32%). Only 13% of households where 15-24-year-olds reside have one

motor vehicle and 2% have no motor vehicles.

Within the region, Greater Dandenong has the largest proportion of households with no motor
vehicles (4.3%) and one motor vehicle households where 15-24-year-olds reside (17.6%).
Greater Dandenong also has the largest proportion of households where 15-24-year-olds live
with two motor vehicles (32.8%). Cardinia has the largest proportion of households where 15-
24-year-olds reside with three or more motor vehicles (53.4%).

M Cardinia W Casey M Greater Dandenong B SELLEN region B Greater Melbourne
60%

50%

40%
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20%

No motor vehicles 1 motor vehide 2 motor vehides 3+ motor vehicles Not stated

Percentage of households where 15-24-year-olds reside

Number of motor vehicles per household

Number of cars per household where 15-24-year-olds reside, SELLEN region, 2021

10.2 Method of travel to work

The SELLEN region’s commuting statistics reveal the main modes of transport by which
residents get to work. There are a number of reasons why people use different modes of
transport to get to work including the availability of affordable and effective public transport
options, the number of motor vehicles available within a household, and the distance travelled

to work.

]
Id informed
° decisions

84



South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report

Commuting data is very useful in transport planning as it informs decision-makers about the

availability, effectiveness and utilisation of local transport options.

Method of travel to work relates to Census day, which for the 2021 Census occurred during
COVID-19 lockdowns for large parts of Australia. In lockdown, many occupations were
required to work from home if possible, and some industries were closed, so people did not go
to work. For this reason, these categories may have increased, with corresponding declines in
other methods of travel.

Most employed residents in the SELLEN region drove a car to work. In 2021, 61% of the
SELLEN region’s employed residents used this method of travel to work. This was notably
higher than in Greater Melbourne, where 47% of workers drove a car to work. On the other
hand, the proportion of workers who worked from home was lower in the SELLEN region than
in Greater Melbourne. In 2021, 17% of workers in the region worked from home, compared to
29% of Greater Melbourne’s workers. These statistics relate to several factors, including
dominant industries of employment. Simply put, work for some industries can be done from

home more easily than for others.

A similar proportion of SELLEN region and Greater Melbourne workers did not go to work on
Census day (10% compared to 11% in Greater Melbourne). In lockdown areas, people were
required to work from home if they could work from home. And many others were temporarily
stood down (e.g. in the hospitality sector). So, the Census results for 2021 show a much
higher rate of both “Worked at home” and “Did not go to work” for the method of travel,
compared to earlier Censuses. For example, 8.7% of Greater Melbourne’s workers did not go

to work on Census day in 2016, a proportion 2.3% lower than in 2021).

Train use was slightly lower in the SELLEN region than Greater Melbourne, whereas bus use
was similar but very low. Being a passenger in a car was higher in the SELLEN region (4.7%)
compared to Greater Melbourne (3.2%).

Within the region, Greater Dandenong and Casey had the highest proportion of workers who
drove a car to work (61%) with Cardinia close at 60%. Cardinia had the highest proportion of

workers who worked from home (19%) and Greater Dandenong, the lowest (15%).
Cardinia had the highest proportion of employed residents who did not work on Census day

(11%), whereas Greater Dandenong had the lowest (8%). Travelling to work by car as a

passenger was highest in Greater Dandenong (6%) and lowest in Cardinia (4%). The use of
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public transport (train, bus or tram) was highest in Greater Dandenong (6%) and lowest in

Cardinia (3%).

B Cardinia M Casey M Greater Dandenong ESELLEN region B Greater Melbourne
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Car-as Worked at Did not go Train Car - as Walked Tram us Bicycle Truck Not stated
driver home to work passenger only

Percentage of employed persons

Method of travel to work

Method of travel to work for employed SELLEN region residents, 2021

The method of travel to work characteristics for SELLEN region’s 15-24-year-olds are different
to those of the general population. A lower proportion of 15-24-year-olds drive a car or work
from home, compared to all SELLEN region employed residents and a larger proportion of 15-
24-year-olds are a passenger in a car, take public transport or did not work.

Most SELLEN region residents aged 15-24-years drove a car (50%), a proportion notably
higher than for 15-24-year-olds in Greater Melbourne. Driving a car to work for this age group
was followed by “did not go to work” (17%), a proportion lower than in Greater Melbourne
(22%). Almost 12% of 15-24-year-olds were a passenger in a car, a proportion higher than
12% in Greater Melbourne. Only 6.6% of 15-24-year-olds worked from home, a proportion
lower than for the entire employed population and lower than for this age group in Greater
Melbourne (10%). A larger proportion of 15-24-year-olds in Greater Melbourne took public
transport (train, bus, tram) to work (9%) than for this age group in the SELLEN region (7%).

Within the SELLEN region, Cardinia had the largest proportion of 15-24-year-old workers who

drove a car to work (53%), and Greater Dandenong, the lowest (47%). Greater Dandenong
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had the largest proportion who worked from home (7%) and Cardinia, the lowest (5%). Similar

proportions of 15-24-year-olds across the SELLEN region LGAS were a passenger in a car.
Cardinia had the largest proportion who did not work on Census day (19%), with Greater
Dandenong as the lowest (14%). Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion of 15-24-
year-olds who took public transport (train, tram, bus) to work (12%), and Cardinia with the

lowest (4%).
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]
Id informed
° decisions

87



South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report

11. Socio-Economic Indices for Areas (SEIFA)

Key findings for the SELLEN region

Greater Dandenong had the highest level of disadvantage in the SELLEN region,
based on the Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage (IRSD). Cardinia had

the lowest level of disadvantage.

Greater Dandenong also had the highest level of disadvantage in the Index of Relative
Socio-Economic Advantage and Disadvantage (IRSAD) dataset. Again, Cardinia had

the highest score, therefore a higher level of advantage.

Compared to Greater Melbourne, SELLEN region LGAs had higher levels of

disadvantage.

The SELLEN region Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) measure the relative level of

socio-economic disadvantage and/or advantage based on a range of Census characteristics.

Some common uses of SEIFA include:

Determining areas that require funding and services.
Identifying new business opportunities.
Research into the relationship between socio-economic disadvantage and various

health and educational outcomes.
Two of the SEIFA indexes:

The Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage (IRSD)
This index contains only disadvantage indicators (e.g. unemployment, low incomes or
education levels, lack of internet access), so is best used to distinguish between
disadvantaged areas, but doesn’t differentiate between those areas which are highly
advantaged, and those just lacking a lot of disadvantage. This index is most used for

funding allocations and advocacy.
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[ The Index of Relative Socio-Economic Advantage and Disadvantage (IRSAD)
This index contains indicators of disadvantage (above) as well as additional indicators
of advantage (e.g. professional occupations, high income, higher education levels,
larger houses). Characteristics are also weighted differently than the IRSD, so areas

do score differently on either measure.

SEIFA indexes are a good place to start to get a general view of the relative level of
disadvantage in one area compared to others, but it is important to also look at these
underlying characteristics as they can differ markedly between areas with similar
SEIFA scores and shed light on the type of disadvantage being experienced.

A higher score on the index means a lower level of disadvantage or, in the case
of IRSAD, a higher level of advantage. A lower score on the index means a
higher level of disadvantage.

The IRSD data shows that within the SELLEN region, Cardinia had the lowest level of
disadvantage and is the 27th LGA out of 81 in Victoria. Casey had the second lowest level of
disadvantage and is the 46" LGA out of 81 in Victoria in terms of disadvantage. Lastly,
Greater Dandenong has the highest level of disadvantage in the SELLEN region and ranks

81%, or last in the entire State.

Similarly, for the IRSAD data, Cardinia had a highest level of advantage in the SELLEN region
and ranked 31°% out of 81 LGAs in the State. Casey had the second highest level of advantage
in the region and ranked 38™ out of 81 LGAs. As with the IRSD information, Greater
Dandenong had the highest level of disadvantage in the region and ranked 79" out of 81
LGAs in Victoria, in 2021.

Compared to Greater Melbourne, two SELLEN region LGAs had higher levels of disadvantage
(IRSD) — Casey and Greater Dandenong, with Cardinia slightly less disadvantaged than the
Greater capital City. Greater Melbourne had notably higher IRSAD levels of advantage than
all three SELLEN region LGAs.
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Index Cardinia Casey Greater Greater

Dandenong Melbourne

The Index of Relative Socio- 1,021 995 887 1,018
Economic Disadvantage (IRSD)

IRSD State ranking (out of 81) 27th 46" 81t
) A A A
The Index of Relative Socio- 993 986 918 1,028

Economic Advantage and
Disadvantage (IRSAD)
IRSAD State ranking (out of 81) 318t 3gth 79t

Socio-economic indices for areas (SEIFA) for SELLEN LGAs, 2021
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12. Cultural diversity

Key findings for the SELLEN region

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders represent similar proportions of the SELLEN
region population as in Greater Melbourne. Within the region, Cardinia had the highest
proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Islander residents and Greater Dandenong, the

lowest.

The SELLEN region had a larger proportion of 5-11 and 12-17-year-old Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders than Greater Melbourne. Cardinia once again had the highest

proportions within the region.

A larger proportion of SELLEN residents were born overseas than in Greater

Melbourne. Greater Dandenong had the highest proportion within the region.

The SELLEN region also had a larger proportion of younger overseas born residents
than Greater Melbourne, especially in the 10-19-year age group. India was the most

common overseas birthplace for SELLEN region’s younger residents.

Similarly, a larger proportion of SELLEN region’s younger residents and total
population spoke a language other than English at home, compared to Greater
Melbourne. Greater Dandenong has some of the highest proportions in Australia.

The most commonly spoken non-English language in the SELLEN region was Punjabi,
followed by Vietnamese.

A larger proportion of SELLEN region’s 0-19-year-olds had poor English proficiency,

compared to Greater Melbourne.

The SELLEN region has a lower proportion of overseas residents who are recent
arrivals in Australia, than Greater Melbourne. A larger proportion of 0-14-year-olds
than 10-19-year-olds are recent arrivals in Australia.
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Cultural diversity information from the Census can assist decision-making in community

groups, local government, and local learning and employment authorities in several ways:

Demographic analysis: Analyse the demographic makeup of the local population,
including language and cultural background, which can inform decisions on resources

and services needed to meet the diverse needs of the community.

Targeted outreach and engagement: Help identify areas of the community that may
require targeted outreach and engagement, such as language-specific services or

culturally-sensitive programs.

Language support: Determine the language needs of the community and allocate
resources for language support services, such as translation and interpretation.

Employment and education: Identify the skills and employment needs of the diverse
local community, and to match those needs with local learning and employment

opportunities.

Community planning: Inform local government decisions on community planning and

development, such as the allocation of resources for community facilities and services.

12.1 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the SELLEN region

In 2021, there were 4,155 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in the SELLEN region.

They represented 0.6% of the region’s population. This proportion is slightly lower than in

Greater Melbourne, where 0.7% of the residents are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.

Within the region, Cardinia had the highest proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Islander

residents (1%), followed by Casey (0.7%) and Greater Dandenong (0.4%).

d informed
decisions

92



South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report
1.2%

1.0% 1.0%

0.8%

0.7% 0.6% 0.7%

0.6%

0.4% 0.4%
0.2% I
0.0%

Cardinia Casey Greater Dandenong SELLEM region Greater Melbourne

Proportion of populationwho are Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders

Area

Proportion of SELLEN residents who are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders, 2021

The median age of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents was significantly younger
than that of the entire population of the SELLEN region or the LGAs within. The median age of
SELLEN region’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents in 2021 was 23 years,
compared to 34 years for the entire population. Greater Melbourne’s Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander population had a slightly older median age (25 years). Within the region,
Cardinia had the youngest Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population (20 years),
followed by Casey (22 years) and Greater Dandenong (27 years).

The sex breakdown of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population in the SELLEN
region is different to that of the overall population. In 2021, 51.4% of the 4,155 residents were
females (2,134 females) and 48.6% were males (2,020 males). By comparison, 50.1% of the

entire SELLEN population were females and 49.9%, males.

12.1.1 Younger Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents

As mentioned previously, the median age of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the
SELLEN region is younger than that of the overall population. The same is evident across
Australia, where the Australian median age for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders is 24

years, compared to 38 years for the total population of Australia.
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In 2021, there were 655 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents aged 5-11 years. The
5-11-year-old age cohort makes up 15.8% of the SELLEN region’s total Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander population. By comparison, 5-11-year-olds make up only 10.8% of the entire
SELLEN population, illustrating a skew towards younger age groups in the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander population. The proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders aged
5-11-years in the SELLEN region is higher than that in Greater Melbourne (13.3%). This is
reflected in the median age statistics discussed earlier.

Within the SELLEN region, Cardinia had the largest proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders aged 5-11 years (30.7%), almost 1 in 3 people. This is followed by Greater
Dandenong (11.7%) and Casey (9.5%).

In 2021, there were 492 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents aged 12-17 years. The
5-11-year-old age cohort makes up 11.8% of the SELLEN region’s total Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander population. By comparison, 12-17-year-olds also made up 11.8% of the
SELLEN region’s population. The proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders aged 5-
11 years in the SELLEN region is slightly higher than that in Greater Melbourne (11.1%).

Within the region, Cardinia had the largest proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
aged 12-17 years (26.1%), followed by Greater Dandenong (11.1%) and Casey (5.3%).
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35%

30.7%
30%

26.1%

25%

20%

15.8%
15%

13.3%

0,
11.7% 11.1% 11.8%

9.5%

10%

5%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders inage group

0%
Cardinia Casey Greater Dandenong SELLEN region Greater Melbourne

Area

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders aged 5-11 and 12-17 years in the SELLEN
region, 2021
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12.2 Overseas born residents

Country of birth data identifies where people were born and is indicative of the level of cultural
diversity in the SELLEN region. The mix of country of birth groups is also indicative of
historical settlement patterns, as source countries for Australia's immigration program have

varied significantly over time.
In 2021, 47.3% of SELLEN region’s population was born overseas, compared to 35.7% in

Greater Melbourne. Within the region, Greater Dandenong had by far the largest proportion of
overseas-born residents (58.2%), followed by Casey (42.1%) and Cardinia (23.5%).
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Overseas born residents in the SELLEN region, 2021

The birthplace statistics for the SELLEN region’s 0-14-year-olds differ slightly to those of the
overall population. In 2021, 11.2% of residents aged 0-14 were born overseas, a proportion
significantly lower to that of the total population (47.3%). This proportion was slightly higher
than for 0-14-year-olds in Greater Melbourne (10.1%). Within the region, Greater Dandenong
had the highest proportion of overseas born 0-14-year-olds (15%), followed by Casey
(11.7%), and Cardinia (5.9%).
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A larger proportion of 10-19-year-olds residing in the SELLEN region were born overseas,
likely influenced by the age group where many are overseas students. In 2021, 23.7% of
SELLEN region’s 10-19-year-olds were born overseas, a proportion higher than that of
Greater Melbourne (17.8%). Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion
of overseas born 0-19-year-olds (29.7%), followed by Casey (25.3%) and Cardinia (12%).

W 0-14-year-olds M 10-19-year-olds
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Proportion of 0-14 and 10-19-year-olds in the SELLEN region born overseas, 2021

The top five overseas birthplaces for the region’s 0-14-year-olds were India, New Zealand,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. For all these birthplaces, the SELLEN region had a
higher proportion than Greater Melbourne.

0-14-year-olds

Country of birth SELLEN Region Greater Melbourne
India 2.1% 1.8%
New Zealand 1.2% 0.9%
Afghanistan 1.2% 0.2%
Pakistan 1.0% 0.4%
Sri Lanka 0.8% 0.2%

Top five overseas birthplaces for SELLEN region’s 0-14-year-olds, 2021
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The top five birthplaces for the region’s 10-19-year-olds were India, Afghanistan, New
Zealand, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. As with 0-14-year-olds, for all these birthplaces, the

SELLEN region had a higher proportion than Greater Melbourne.

10-19-year-olds

Country of birth SELLEN Region Greater Melbourne
India 3.6% 2.2%
Afghanistan 2.9% 0.5%
New Zealand 2.5% 1.6%
Sri Lanka 1.8% 0.6%
Pakistan 1.2% 0.6%

Top five overseas birthplaces for SELLEN region’s 10-19-year-olds, 2021

12.3 Languages spoken and proficiency in English

The SELLEN region’s language statistics show the proportion of the population who speak a
language at home other than English. They indicate how culturally diverse a population is and
the degree to which different ethnic groups and nationalities are retaining their language.

Proficiency in English measures the self-assessed proficiency in spoken English of people
who speak a language other than English at home. This information helps service providers
determine whether they need to communicate with the local population in languages other

than English.

12.3.1 Languages spoken

In 2021, 43% of the SELLEN region’s residents spoke a language other than English at home.
That was higher than in Greater Melbourne, where 34.1% of residents spoke English. Within
the region, Greater Dandenong had the highest proportion of non-English speakers (64.4%),
followed by Casey (41.8%) and Cardinia (17.8%).

The most spoken non-English languages in the SELLEN region were:

Punjabi (4%)
Vietnamese (3.4%)
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Sinhalese (2.9%)
Hazaraghi (2.5%)
Mandarin (2.4%)

For all languages, except Mandarin, the SELLEN region had higher proportions of residents

speaking the language, than Greater Melbourne, where 4.3% speak Mandarin.
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Proportion of residents speaking a non-English language in the SELLEN region, 2021

For SELLEN’s younger population aged 0-19 years, the language statistics are not too
dissimilar to the overall population. For 0-14-year-olds in the region, 39.2% spoke a language
other than English at home, a proportion higher than in Greater Melbourne (31.8%). Within the
region, Greater Dandenong’s 0-14-year-olds had the largest proportion of non-English
speakers (57.3%), followed by 40.1% in Casey and 17.8% in Cardinia.

For very young age groups, understanding the component of non-verbal residents (i.e.
children who cannot speak yet) is important, as they can incorrectly be assumed to be
speaking a language other than English. In 2021, 0.7% of SELLEN'’s 0-14-year-old population
was non-verbal, which does not affect languages spoken statistics significantly. Even the

proportion of “not stated” for 0-14-year-olds was only 1.6% higher than for 10-19-year-olds.
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As for the region’s 10-19-year-olds, the proportion of hon-English speakers was slightly lower

than that of 0-14-year-olds. In the SELLEN region, 37.1% spoke a language other than

English, which was higher than 28% in Greater Melbourne. Within the region, Greater

Dandenong again had the highest percentage of non-English speakers (59.8%), followed by
Casey (37%) and Cardinia (12.8%).

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

Proportion of non-English speakers aged 0-19 years

10%

W 0-14-year-olds

W 10-19 year-olds

59.8%

40.1%

37.0%

17.8%

Cardinia

Casey

Area

Greater Dandenong

39.2%
37.1%

31.8%

SELLEN region Greater Melbourne

Proportion of 0-14 and 10-19-year-olds non-English speakers in the SELLEN region, 2021

The top non-English languages spoken by SELLEN region’s 0-14-year-olds were Punjabi,

Hazaraghi, Sinhalese, Viethamese and Mandarin. All those languages, except Mandarin, had

a higher proportion of speakers in the SELLEN region than Grater Melbourne.

0-14-year-olds

Language SELLEN Region
Punjabi 4.8%
Hazaraghi 3.4%
Sinhalese 2.5%
Vietnamese 2.5%
Mandarin 2.1%

Greater Melbourne
2.7%
0.6%
0.9%
2.0%
4.3%

Top five non-English languages spoken by SELLEN region’s 0-14-year-olds, 2021
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The top non-English languages spoken by SELLEN region’s 10-19-year-olds were Hazaraghi,

Vietnamese, Sinhalese, Dari and Punjabi and for all those languages, the proportion of 10-19-

year-old speakers was higher in the SELLEN region than in Greater Melbourne.
10-19-year-olds

Language SELLEN Region Greater Melbourne
Hazaraghi 3.7% 0.6%
Vietnamese 3.2% 2.5%
Sinhalese 2.3% 0.8%
Dari 2.1% 0.4%
Punjabi 2.1% 1.1%

Top five non-English languages spoken by SELLEN region’s 10-19-year-olds, 2021

12.3.2 Proficiency in English

In 2021, 51.7% of SELLEN’s residents spoke English only, 35.6% spoke another language
and English well or very well. Lastly, 7.9% spoke another language but did not speak English
well or at all. These figures are slightly different to Greater Melbourne where a larger
proportion of the population (61.1%) spoke English only, a lower proportion spoke another
language and English well/very well (28.9%) and a lower proportion spoke another language
but did not speak English well or at all (5.4%).

Proficiency in English statistics for the SELLEN region’s 0-14-year-olds were similar to that of
the region’s overall population. For the 0-14-year cohort, 54.7% could speak English only,
32% could speak another language and English well/very well, and 7% could speak another
language but English not well or at all. Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the highest
proportion of residents aged 0-14 years with poor English proficiency (12.2%) followed by
Casey (6.6%) and Cardinia (3%).

For the region’s 10-19-year-olds, proficiency in English statistics were different to that of the
overall population. Only 0.9% of the age cohort had poor English proficiency, which was
slightly higher than in Greater Melbourne (0.7%). Greater Dandenong had the highest
proportion of 10-19-year-olds with poor English proficiency in the region (2.1%), followed by
Casey (0.7%) and Cardinia (0.2%).
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W 0-14-year-olds M 10-19-year-olds
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Proportion of 0-19-year-olds with poor English proficiency in the SELLEN region, 2021

0-14-year-olds

English Proficiency SELLEN Region Greater Melbourne
Speaks English only 54.7% 63.2%
Speaks another language and 32.0% 26.0%

English well/very well
Speaks another language and 7.0% 5.2%
English not well/at all (Poor
English proficiency)
English proficiency for the SELLEN region’s 0-14-year-olds, 2021

10-19-year-olds

English Proficiency SELLEN Region Greater Melbourne
Speaks English only 57.5% 67.6%
Speaks another language and 37.2% 27.9%

English well/very well
Speaks another language and 0.9% 0.7%
English not well/at all (Poor
English proficiency)
English proficiency for the SELLEN region’s 10-19-year-olds, 2021
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12.4 Migration

12.4.1 Recent arrivals to Australia

Recent arrivals refer to overseas born residents who arrived in Australia in recent years. In

this case, that means arriving in Australia between 2016 and 2021.

In the SELLEN region, the proportion of overseas born residents who arrived in Australia

recently are:

Cardinia Shire:15.1%
City of Casey: 16.0%
City of Greater Dandenong: 20.4%

H SELLEN region: 17.1%
Greater Melbourne: 19.7%

While the SELLEN region had a lower proportion of recent arrivals than Greater Melbourne,
LGAs within the region such as Greater Dandenong had high levels of overseas born
residents who are recent arrivals (20.4%). Casey and Cardinia had slightly lower proportions
of overseas born residents who are recent arrivals (16.0% and 15.1%, respectively).

Almost 51% of the SELLEN region’s overseas born 0-14-year-olds arrived in Australia
between 2016 and 2021. There is a demographically driven component to this, where 100% of
residents aged 0-4 years who were born overseas have to have arrived in Australia in the past
five years, because they are only five years old. By comparison to SELLEN region’s 50.7%, a
much lower 32.7% of Greater Melbourne’s overseas born 0-14-year-olds arrived in Australia
between 2016 and 2021.

Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the highest proportion of recent arrivals for this
cohort (57.5%), followed by Casey (48.9%) and Cardinia (43.6%).

For the overseas born 10-19-year-old cohort in the SELLEN region, 29.8% were recent
arrivals in Australia, a proportion lower than in Greater Melbourne (32.7%). Within the region,
Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion (38.7%), followed by Casey (27.8%) and
Cardinia (18.7%).
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W 0-14-year-olds M 10-19-year-olds
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Recent arrivals in Australia, for the 0-19-year-old cohort, in the SELLEN region, 2021
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13. Safety and Crime

Key findings for the SELLEN region

Victims of crime rates for 0-24-year-olds have decreased in the SELLEN region over
time. Within the region, Greater Dandenong had the highest rates of victim reports by
0-24-year-olds, and Casey, the lowest.

Family violence incidents increased in Cardinia and Casey and decreased in Greater
Dandenong between 2020 and 2021.

Family incident rates for 0-24-year-olds increased in all LGAs within the region except

for Casey, where a slight decrease was recorded between 2018 and 2021.

The proportion of young people who reported experiencing bullying has decreased in
the SELLEN region over time and in 2018 was lower than in Greater Melbourne or

Victoria.

On the other hand, the proportion of young people who reported experiencing cyber-
bullying has increased in the SELLEN region over time (2014-2018) and was slightly
higher in the region than Greater Melbourne or Victoria.

The Crimes Statistics Agency (https://www.crimestatistics.vic.gov.au/) provides a time series

of information regarding criminal incidents, alleged offender incidents and victim reports.
Information is available by LGA, over time (2018-2022) with the ability to break down the data
by broad age groups and sex. As population information is only available until 2021, analysis
has been limited to the 2016-2021 period.

13.1.1 Victims of Crime

Victims of Crime data shows that overall, the total victim reports between 2020 and 2021 have
decreased in all three SELLEN LGAs, with the largest decrease in Casey (-13.9%) and the
smallest in Cardinia (-4.3%). Over time, the SELLEN region’s rate of victims of crime (per
1,000 residents aged 0-24 years) decreased from 23.6 in 2016 to 14.9 in 2021. The largest
decrease during this period was in the City of Casey. Greater Dandenong had the highest rate

of 0-24 year old victims of crime in 2021 (22.6), whereas Casey’s was lowest (12.6)
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In 2021, there were 17,765 victims of crime in the SELLEN region. 46% of them were females,
and 54%, males.
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0-24-year-old victims of crime (rate per 1,000 residents aged 0-24) in the SELLEN region, 2016-
2021

13.2 Family violence (affected members)

Family violence incidents increased in two LGAs within the SELLEN region between 2020 and
2021. Cardinia recorded the largest increase in total family incidents (+4.2%), followed by
Casey (3.9%). Greater Dandenong recorded a 3.9% decrease in total family incidents
between 2020 and 2021. Greater Dandenong had the highest rate of family violence among
20-24-year-old affected members in 2021, with a rate of 11.4 incidents per 1,000 residents
aged 20-24 years, compared to 8.6 in Cardinia and 8.2 in Casey.

For affected members of family violence in the SELLEN region aged 0-24 years, the incident
rate increased over time, from 8.5 incidents per 1,000 20-24-year-olds in 2018, to 9.0 in 2021.
The rates increased most in Cardinia (from 6.3 in 2016, to 8.6 in 2022), followed by Greater
Dandenong (from 10.3 in 2016, to 11.4 in 2021). Family violence rates for this age group
decreased slightly in Casey, from 8.4 in 2016 to 8.2 in 2021.
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In 2021, there were 9,653 recorded family violence incidents in the SELLEN region. In 74% of

those incidents, females were the affected member and in 26%, males.
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Family incident rates (affected members) for 0-24-year-olds in the SELLEN region, 2018-2021

13.3 Bullying incidents

13.3.1 Young people who report experiencing bullying

The Department of Education and Training’s “Victorian Student Health and Wellbeing Survey
(VSHAWS)” has information on the proportion of young people who report experiencing
bullying recently. In the survey, young people are defined as students in Years 5, 8 and 11
and the information was collected for 2014, 2016 and 2018. There is no LGA data available,
but instead regional information. The SELLEN region is defined as the Southern Melbourne
region in this dataset, but represents the identical area, covering the same three LGAs.

The proportion of Year 5,8 and 11 students who reported experiencing bullying in the SELLEN

region has decreased over time, from 52.6% in 2014 to 42.7% in 2018. The 2018 figure is
lower than the reported bullying rate in Greater Melbourne (44.1%) or Victoria (44.7%).
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Young people (Year 5,8 and 11) who reported experiencing bullying in the Southern Melbourne
Region (SELLEN region), 2014-2018

13.3.2 Young people who report experiencing cyber-bullying

The Department of Education and Training’s “Victorian Student Health and Wellbeing Survey
(VSHAWS)” also has information on the proportion of young people who report experiencing
some form of cyber-bullying. The same definition/sample of young people is used in this
dataset (Year 5,8 and 11) and the data covers the same 2014-2018 time period. The SELLEN

region is again represented by the “Southern Melbourne region” in this dataset.

The proportion of Year 5, 8 and 11 students who reported experiencing some form of cyber-
bullying in the SELLEN region has increased over time, from 28.7% in 2014 to 31.8% in 2018,
with 2016 being the highest of all three datapoints (33.3%). Compared to Greater Melbourne
and Victoria, young people in the SELLEN region reported higher rates of cyber-bullying
(31.8% compared to 30.3% in Greater Melbourne and 30.1% in Victoria).
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Young people (Year 5,8 and 11) who reported experiencing cyber-bullying in the Southern
Melbourne Region (SELLEN region), 2014-2018
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14. Dept. of Education and Training On Track Survey,

2021

Key findings for the SELLEN region

More females than males completed Year 12 in the SELLEN region in 2020. More
female Year 12 completers took on a Bachelor Degree than males but more male

completers took on apprenticeships/traineeships.

Most SELLEN region Year 12 completers continued further education or study. These

proportions were similar to Greater Melbourne.

A larger proportion of SELLEN Year 12 completers did not continue further education

or training, compared to Greater Melbourne.

Main fields of study for SELLEN region Year 12 completers were “Health” and “Society

and culture”. For both of those, the proportion was larger than in Victoria as a whole.

More SELLEN region Year 12 completers who continued study via an apprenticeship
or traineeship were in the “Electrical and electronics trades” occupation group,
compared to Greater Melbourne. Conversely, fewer were in the “Building and

construction” occupation group, compared to Greater Melbourne.

Most SELLEN region Year 12 or equivalent completers who did not continue in
education or training stated “wanting to start working / earning your own money” as the

main reason for not continuing study.

7.5% of Year 12 completers in the SELLEN region deferred further study in 2021. This
figure has been decreasing but is higher than in Victoria.

Most SELLEN region Year 12 or equivalent completers not training in 2021 were
extremely or somewhat likely to study in the next two years.

A significantly lower proportion of non-completers continued study compared to
completers.
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The On Track survey helps provide a comprehensive picture of what happens to young
people after they leave school. This assists the Victorian Government to improve school,

career, local job and training services.

14.1 Year 12 or equivalent completers by sex

In 2021, Casey had the largest number of Year 12 or equivalent completers (2,620), followed
by Greater Dandenong (1,505) and Cardinia (1,070). When broken down by sex, completers
data shows that in the SELLEN region overall, a larger proportion of Year 12 or equivalent
completers were females (53.3%), with 46.7% being males. In absolute terms, there were

2,769 female completers and 2,426 male completers in the 2021 On Track survey.

Within the region, only Cardinia had a higher proportion of male completers than female
completers (51.4% to 48.6%), whereas the gap between female and male completers was
largest in Greater Dandenong, where 56.2% were female and 43.8% male (12.4% difference).

HFemales M Males

56.2%

53.5% 53.3%
51.4%
48.6%
46.5% 46.7%
43.8%
0

Cardinia Casey Greater Dandenong SELLEN Region

[

o

Year 12 or equivalent completers by sex
[e=] o

o

Area

Year 12 or equivalent completers from the SELLEN region who exited school in 2020, by sex

Further gender-disaggregated analysis shows:
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A larger proportion of females than males who take on Bachelor Degree studies after
completing Year 12 or equivalent. In the SELLEN region this was 54.1% of female

completers and 44% of male completers.

Certificates/Diplomas were also more undertaken by females than males in the
SELLEN region (16.3% of female completers and 14.6% of male completers) and in

each of the LGAs within the region.

Apprenticeships/Traineeships were more male dominated, with 16% of the SELLEN
region’s male completers and 7% of female completers with this as their destination.
Larger proportions of male participants for apprenticeships/traineeships were also
recorded in each LGA.

In the SELLEN region, a slightly larger proportion of male completers were employed
(17.9%) than females (16.8%). Within the region, Cardinia was the only LGA where a

larger proportion of females was employed.

Unemployed/looking for work was low but more in favour of male school completers in
the SELLEN region (6.2% compared to 5% for females). Within the region, Casey was
the only region where this trend was not true as there was a slightly larger proportion

of female school completers looking for work (4.7%) than males (4.1%).

The NILFET category (Not in the labour force, employment or training) is low in the
SELLEN region and LGAs within the region. Within the region, 1.4% of male school
completers and 0.9% of female school completers were not in the labour force,
employment or training. The same trend was recorded in all SELLEN region LGAs
except for Cardinia where a slightly higher 1.5% of female school completers were
NILFET, compared to 1.2% of male school completers.

Area/Sex Bachelor Certificates/ Apprentice/ = Employed Looking NILFET
Degree Diplomas Trainee for work

Cardinia - Females 49.4% 14.0% 7.4% 23.6% 4.1% 1.5%
Cardinia - Males 37.4% 13.8% 22.8% 19.7% 5.1% 1.2%
Casey - Females 60.2% 15.7% 5.7% 13.3% 4.7% 0.5%
Casey - Males 54.7% 11.6% 13.6% 15.1% 4.1% 0.9%
Greater Dandenong - 52.8% 19.2% 7.8% 13.4% 6.1% 0.7%

Females
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Greater Dandenong - 39.8% 18.4% 11.7% 18.8% 9.4% 2.0%
Males

SELLEN region - Females 54.1% 16.3% 7.0% 16.8% 5.0% 0.9%
SELLEN region - Males 44.0% 14.6% 16.0% 17.9% 6.2% 1.4%

Post-school destinations of Year 12 or equivalent completers who exited school in 2020 from
the SELLEN region, by sex

14.2 Destinations of Year 12 or equivalent completers

The On Track Survey assesses destinations of Year 12 or equivalent completers who existed
school in the previous year. In this case, this refers to students who exited school in 2020.

Further education/training and non-education destinations are quantified.

Most school leavers (Year 12 or equivalent completers) in the SELLEN region and Victoria
continued further education or training after school completion, with 76% of SELLEN region
completers and 77% of Victorian completers in this category. The most frequent destination
for further education and training was a Bachelor Degree, with 50% of SELLEN region
completers and 56% of Victorian completers in this category. Lower proportion of those who
continued study took on certificate/diploma or apprenticeship/traineeship. In 2021, 16% of
SELLEN region completers undertook Certificate/Diploma studies (compared to 11% in
Victoria) and 11% undertook apprenticeship/traineeship (compared to 10% in Victoria).

The SELLEN region had a higher proportion of completers who did not continue further
education (24%) than Victoria (22%). For most, the destination was employment while 5.5% of
SELLEN region completers were looking for work, higher than in Victoria (3.3%). NILFET
refers to “Not in the labour force, employment or training” and in the SELLEN region, 1.1% of
completers were in this category compared to none in Victoria though that could be a survey

sampling outcome.

Within the region, Casey had the largest proportion of Year 12 or equivalent completers who
continued further education and training (81%) whereas Cardinia was the lowest (72%).
Casey also had the largest proportion of completers who studied for a Bachelor Degree
(58%), with Cardinia the lowest at 44%. Greater Dandenong had the highest level of
Certificate/Diploma participants (19%) with Casey and Cardinia the same at 14%. Cardinia
had the highest level of completers engaged in apprenticeships/traineeships (15%) with

Casey and Greater Dandenong at 9%.
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For completers who did not continue in further education, Cardinia had the highest level of
employment (22% of completers were employed) and Casey had the lowest (14% of
completers were employed). Greater Dandenong had the highest level of completers looking
for work (7.5%) and Casey the lowest (4%). Cardinia had the highest level of NILFET, with
1.3% of completers not in the labour force, employment or training. Casey’s proportion was

lowest at 0.7%.
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Proportion of Year 12 or equivalent completers

Post-school destination

Destinations of Year 12 or equivalent completers who exited school in 2020, from SELLEN

region and Victoria

14.3 Destinations of Year 12/equivalent completers six months after leaving

school

Continuing from the previous section, the On Track survey also contains information about
post-school destinations over time. This analysis can identify trends and highlight whether
there are destinations which are becoming more or less popular within the SELLEN region

and if school leavers in any particular LGA within the region are bucking trends.
In the SELLEN region, the proportion of school leavers who undertook Bachelor Degrees

increased from 48% in 2017 to 49.7% in 2021 (+1.7%). In the same period, the proportion in
Victoria increased by 2.3% to 56.1% in 2021. Within the SELLEN region, the proportion of
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school leavers who undertake studying for a Bachelor Degree increased most notably in
Casey (+8.9% since 2017) to a regional high of 57.8% in 2021. In the same period, Cardinia’s
Bachelor Degree proportion decreased by 3.2% to a regional low of 43.6% and Greater
Dandenong’s decreased by 0.7% to 47.7% in 2021.
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Year 12 completers studying Bachelor Degree, SELLEN region 2017-2021
In the SELLEN region, the proportion of school leavers who undertake further training/study
via a Certificate/Diploma has decreased over time by 3.4%, from 18.9% in 2017, to 15.5% in
2021. In Victoria, this proportion decreased by 1.6% in the same period, to 11.3% in 2021.

Within the region Greater Dandenong had the highest proportion of school completers who
undertook Certificate/Diploma in 2021 (18.8%) but this was still a decrease of 5.4% from
2017. In 2021, 15.5% of Casey’s school completers undertook a Certificate/Diploma, a
decrease of 3.4% since 2017. Casey’s proportion of completers has also decreased since
2017 (by 4.6%) but has increased since 2020 and in the latest survey is equal to Cardinia’s at
13.9%.
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Year 12 completers studying Certificate/Diploma, SELLEN region 2017-2021

The proportion of SELLEN region’s Year 12 completers who are employed was slightly lower
than Victoria’s in 2021 and remained the same in 2021 as in 2017 (17.1%) with a slight
increase recorded between 2018 and 2019 in the region, in particular in Cardinia, before a
decline between 2019 and 2020.

Within the region, Cardinia had the highest proportion of Year 12 completers who were

employed (21.7%), a proportion which decreased slightly (-1.1% since 2017). Casey’s

proportion of employed residents decreased notably between 2017 and 2021 (-2.8%), an

inverse trend of increased patrticipation in Bachelor Degree, seen earlier in this section. Lastly,

Greater Dandenong, which had the lowest proportions of Year 12 completers in employment

as at 2017, increased by 3.9% by 2021. This is a result of a slight decrease in Greater

Dandenong'’s participation in Bachelor Degree study and a significant decrease in Greater

Dandenong completers’ participation in Certificate/Diploma study.
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Year 12 completers who are employed (part or full-time), SELLEN region 2017-2021

The proportion of Year 12 completers who are unemployed and looking for work in the
SELLEN region is higher than in Victoria (5.5% compared to 3.9%) and has not changed
significantly since 2017 except for an increase between 2019 and 2020, when the percentage
increased to 7.2%, a result of Covid-19 economic impacts. Within the SELLEN region, Greater
Dandenong had the highest proportion of unemployed Year 12 completers in 2021 (7.5%), a
proportion which increased by 0.6% since 2017 and peaked at 10.4% in 2020. Cardinia and
Casey had similar unemployment proportions in 2021 (4.6% and 4.4%, respectively) but
experienced different trends since 2017. Cardinia’s unemployed rate for this group decreased
to 2.1% in 2018 before increasing to 5.4% in 2020. On the other hand, Casey’s unemployment
trend showed slight decline since 2017 and the same rate in 2019 as in 2020 (5.9%) before
decreasing to 4.4% in 2021.

Proportions of unemployment (and employment) are likely to be affected by industries of

employment prevalent in a region and how affected those industries were by the economic

impacts of Covid-19.
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Year 12 completers who are unemployed and looking for work, SELLEN region 2017-2021
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14.4 School destination results

The tables in this section list the school destination results of Year 12 or equivalent
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completers who exited school in 2020 from Cardinia Shire, the City of Casey and the City of

Greater Dandenong, by school.

IN LGA

School Name Total Year Total Bachelor TAFE/ VET | Apprentice/ | Total notin
12 or Respondent Enrolled Enrolled Trainee Education
equivalent s and
completers Training
Number Number Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent

Beaconhills College 97 60 53.3 13.3 16.7 16.7

Chairo Christian 42 16 62.5 6.3 6.3 25.0
School

Emerald Secondary 106 64 21.9 15.6 18.8 43.8
College

Koo Wee Rup 101 64 35.9 12.5 18.8 32.8
Secondary College

Lakeside College NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP

Minaret College NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP

Officer Secondary 117 66 394 12.1 13.6 34.8
College

Pakenham 52 25 36.0 20.0 12.0 32.0
Secondary College

St Francis Xavier 435 193 48.7 15.5 135 22.3
College

St Margaret’s 37 20 70.0 5.0 5.0 20.0
Berwick Grammar

St Thomas Aquinas 19 10 30.0 10.0 20.0 40.0
College

Total respondents 1,054 525

School destination results of Year 12 or equivalent completers who exited school in 2020 from
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School Name Total Year Total Bachelor TAFE/ VET | Apprentice/ | Total notin
12 or Respondent Enrolled Enrolled Trainee Education
equivalent s and
completers Training
Number Number Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent

Alkira Secondary NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
College

Beaconhills College 125 63 66.7 9.5 7.9 15.9

Berwick Secondary 242 144 48.6 11.1 13.2 27.1
College

Casey Grammar NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
School

Cranbourne East 146 70 41.4 25.7 7.1 25.7
Secondary College

Cranbourne NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
Secondary College

Fountain Gate NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
Secondary College

Gleneagles 159 84 59.5 16.7 7.1 16.7
Secondary College

Hallam Senior 179 67 14.9 224 224 40.3
Secondary College

Hampton Park 168 70 48.6 24.3 8.6 18.6
Secondary College

Hillcrest Christian 91 58 72.4 10.3 10.3 6.9
College

Kambrya College NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP

Lighthouse 49 32 68.8 6.3 6.3 18.8
Christian College
Cranbourne

Lyndhurst 48 21 333 333 4.8 28.6
Secondary College

Maranatha 56 29 75.9 6.9 3.4 13.8
Christian School

Narre Community NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
Learning Centre

Narre Warren NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
South P-12 College

Nossal High School 208 127 89.8 3.1 2.4 4.7
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St Margaret’s 58 45 86.7 6.7 6.7
Berwick Grammar
St Peter's College 202 93 46.2 18.3 15.1 204
Total respondents 2623 1066
IN LGA

School destination results of Year 12 or equivalent completers who exited school in 2020 from

City of Casey, by school

School Name Total Year Total Bachelor TAFE/ VET | Apprentice/ | Total notin
12 or Respondent Enrolled Enrolled Trainee Education
equivalent S and
completers Training
Number Number Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
Carwatha College 65 36 27.8 22.2 8.3 41.7
P-12
Chisholm Institute - 155 56 3.6 23.2 19.6 53.6
Dandenong
Campus
Cornish College 36 18 44.4 11.1 16.7 27.8
Dandenong High 270 168 375 24.4 10.1 28.0
School
Keysborough 289 151 50.3 17.2 7.9 24.5
Secondary College
Killester College 136 69 81.2 7.2 5.8 5.8
Lighthouse NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
Christian College
Lyndale Secondary NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
College
Minaret College NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
Mt Hira College 31 15 60.0 6.7 20.0 13.3
Nazareth College 96 51 52.9 29.4 3.9 13.7
Noble Park NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP NDP
Secondary College
Sirius College 31 20 65.0 20.0 15.0
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St John's Regional 101 36 61.1 16.7 5.6 16.7
College

Total respondents 1508 669
IN LGA

City of Greater Dandenong, by school

14.5 Campus-based tertiary study

School destination results of Year 12 or equivalent completers who exited school in 2020 from

Campus-based tertiary education leads to the award of a certificate (level | through V),

diploma, advanced diploma, associate degree or bachelor degree. Study may be undertaken

at a university, a TAFE institution or a private provider.

Institution Number Per cent
UNIVERSITY
Australian Catholic University 15 55
Charles Sturt University
Deakin University 51 18.5
Federation University (formerly Ballarat University) 17 6.2
La Trobe University 6 2.2
Melbourne University 17 6.2
Monash University 59 215
RMIT University 46 16.7
Swinburne University 19 6.9
Victoria University 7 25
Interstate Universities NDP NDP
Other Universities NDP NDP
TAFE / VET
Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE
Box Hill Institute of TAFE NDP NDP
Chisholm Institute of TAFE 16 5.8
Federation Training (formerly Advance TAFE)
Federation Training (formerly Central Gippsland TAFE) NDP NDP
Federation University - TAFE Division (formerly Ballarat
University - TAFE Division)
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Gordon Institute

Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE

Holmesglen Institute

NDP NDP

Kangan Batman Institute of TAFE

NDP NDP

Melbourne University (TAFE Division/ILFR)

Melbourne Polytechnic

RMIT (TAFE Division)

South West Institute of TAFE

Sunraysia Institute of TAFE

Swinburne (TAFE Division)

10 3.6

Victoria University (TAFE Division)

William Angliss Institute of TAFE

NDP NDP

Wodonga Institute of TAFE

Other TAFE

275 100.0

Total respondents in campus- based study

Year 12 or equivalent completers who were enrolled in campus based tertiary study in 2021 and

who attended a school in Cardinia Shire in 2020

Institution Number Per cent
UNIVERSITY
Australian Catholic University 19 2.6
Charles Sturt University
Deakin University 116 16.0
Federation University (formerly Ballarat University) 45 6.2
La Trobe University 13 1.8
Melbourne University 56 7.7
Monash University 216 29.9
RMIT University 86 11.9
Swinburne University 47 6.5
Victoria University 28 3.9
Interstate Universities 9 1.2
Other Universities NDP NDP
TAFE / VET
Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE
Box Hill Institute of TAFE 5 0.7
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Chisholm Institute of TAFE 43 5.9
Federation Training (formerly Advance TAFE)
Federation Training (formerly Central Gippsland TAFE)
Federation University - TAFE Division (formerly Ballarat

University - TAFE Division)
Gordon Institute
Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE
Holmesglen Institute 8 11
Kangan Batman Institute of TAFE
Melbourne University (TAFE Division/ILFR)
Melbourne Polytechnic NDP NDP
RMIT (TAFE Division) 14 1.9
South West Institute of TAFE
Sunraysia Institute of TAFE
Swinburne (TAFE Division) 12 17
Victoria University (TAFE Division) NDP NDP
William Angliss Institute of TAFE NDP NDP
Wodonga Institute of TAFE
Other TAFE NDP NDP

Total respondents in campus- based study 723 100.0

Year 12 or equivalent completers who were enrolled in campus based tertiary study in 2021 and

who attended a school in City of Casey in 2020

Institution Number Per cent
UNIVERSITY
Australian Catholic University 8 1.9
Charles Sturt University
Deakin University 73 17.2
Federation University (formerly Ballarat University) 13 31
La Trobe University 14 3.3
Melbourne University 14 3.3
Monash University 101 23.8
RMIT University 79 18.6
Swinburne University 23 5.4
Victoria University 17 4.0
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Interstate Universities 5 1.2
Other Universities NDP NDP
TAFE / VET

Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE

Box Hill Institute of TAFE 6 14
Chisholm Institute of TAFE 27 6.4
Federation Training (formerly Advance TAFE)

Federation Training (formerly Central Gippsland TAFE) NDP NDP

Federation University - TAFE Division (formerly Ballarat
University - TAFE Division)

Gordon Institute
Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE

Holmesglen Institute 16 3.8
Kangan Batman Institute of TAFE NDP NDP
Melbourne University (TAFE Division/ILFR)

Melbourne Polytechnic
RMIT (TAFE Division) 11 2.6
South West Institute of TAFE

Sunraysia Institute of TAFE

Swinburne (TAFE Division) 8 1.9

Victoria University (TAFE Division) NDP NDP

William Angliss Institute of TAFE NDP NDP

Wodonga Institute of TAFE

Other TAFE NDP NDP
Total respondents in campus- based study 424 100.0

Year 12 or equivalent completers who were enrolled in campus based tertiary study in 2021 and

who attended a school in City of Greater Dandenong in 2020

14.6 Main field of study of Year 12 or equivalent completers

Field of study can be an important determinant of future employment success. If a field of
study is growing and in high employment demand, it can be assumed that participants in
those fields will experience more employment and financial success than those who
undertake fields of study which are declining or happen to be negatively affected (from an

employment standpoint) by economic phenomena or events such as the Covid-19 pandemic.

In the SELLEN region, most Year 12 completers studied Health (23.1%), a proportion slightly

higher than in Victoria (21.1%). A significant proportion also studied “Society and Culture”
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(17.6%), which was also higher than in Victoria (16.6%). On the other hand, a lower proportion
of SELLEN region Year 12 completers studied “Management and commerce” or “Natural and
physical sciences” than Victorian school completers. Lastly, 8.6% of SELLEN region school
leavers studied “Engineering and related technologies”, which was higher than in Victoria
(7.8%). These top 5 fields of study make up 72% of all SELLEN region Year 12 completers
who took on further study.

M SELLEN Region M Victoria

25%
23.1%

20%

17.6%

15% 13.9%

12.7% 12.3%

10.4%
10%

Proportion of Year 12 completers

5%

0%
Health Society and culture Management and commerce Natural and physical sciences  Engineering and related
technologies

Fied of study

Top 5 fields of study for Year 12 or equivalent completers in the SELLEN region, 2021

Within the region, similar trends were recorded for top fields of study, albeit with different
percentages. For example:

“Health” was the most common field of study in all three SELLEN region LGAs but was
highest in Greater Dandenong (25.2%) and lowest in Cardinia (21.3%).

“Society and Culture” was the second most common field of study in all three LGAs but
was highest in Cardinia (19.9%) and lowest in Greater Dandenong (16%).

“Management and Commerce” was the third most common field of study in Casey and
Greater Dandenong, but third most common in Cardinia (where “Natural and physical
sciences” was third. For “Management and Commerce” the highest proportion of
leavers undertaking this field of study within the region as in Greater Dandenong
(14.6%) and lowest in Cardinia (9.3%).
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Field of study Number Per cent Number Per cent

Agriculture, environmental and related studies 6 0.8 235 1.3
Architecture and building 25 3.3 601 3.3
Creative arts 69 9.0 1914 10.5
Education 53 6.9 1051 5.8
Engineering and related technologies 65 8.5 1420 7.8
Food, hospitality and personal services 8 1.0 154 0.8
General degree 17 0.1
Health 173 22.7 3918 21.5
Information technology 38 5.0 911 5.0
Management and commerce 99 13.0 2530 13.9
Mixed field programmes NDP NDP 69 0.4
Natural and physical sciences 88 115 2243 12.3
Other NDP NDP 128 0.7
Society and culture 134 17.6 3033 16.6
Total respondents in campus based study 763 100.0 18224 100.0

Main field of study of Year 12 or equivalent completers who were enrolled in campus-based

study in 2021, City of Casey and Victoria

Field of study Number Per cent Number Per cent
Agriculture, environmental and related S 1.7 235 13
studies

Architecture and building 8 2.7 601 3.3
Creative arts 20 6.6 1914 10.5
Education 21 7.0 1051 5.8
Engineering and related technologies 31 10.3 1420 7.8
Food, hospitality and personal services NDP NDP 154 0.8
General degree 17 0.1
Health 64 21.3 3918 21.5
Information technology 20 6.6 911 5.0
Management and commerce 28 9.3 2530 13.9
Mixed field programmes NDP NDP 69 0.4
Natural and physical sciences 37 12.3 2243 12.3
Other NDP NDP 128 0.7
Society and culture 60 19.9 3033 16.6
Total respondents in campus based study 301 100.0 18224 100.0

Main field of study of Year 12 or equivalent completers who were enrolled in campus-based
study in 2021, Cardinia Shire and Victoria
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Field of study Number Per cent Number | Per cent
Agriculture, environmental NDP NDP 235 1.3
and related studies

Architecture and building 12 2.7 601 33
Creative arts 31 7.0 1914 10.5
Education 25 5.6 1051 5.8
Engineering and related 34 7.6 1420 7.8
technologies

Food, hospitality and 14 3.1 154 0.8
personal services

General degree 17 0.1
Health 112 25.2 3918 21.5
Information technology 36 8.1 911 5.0
Management and 65 14.6 2530 13.9
commerce

Mixed field programmes NDP NDP 69 0.4
Natural and physical 32 7.2 2243 12.3
sciences

Other 7 1.6 128 0.7
Society and culture 71 16.0 3033 16.6
Total respondents in 445 100.0 18224 100.0

campus based study

Main field of study of Year 12 or equivalent completers who were enrolled in campus-based
study in 2021, City of Greater Dandenong and Victoria

14.7 Occupation groups in apprenticeship or traineeship

Occupation groups of Year 12 or equivalent completers in an apprenticeship or traineeship
show where most apprentices and trainees find work experience. In the SELLEN region, most
apprentices and trainees were in the “Building and construction” occupation group (19.5%), a
proportion lower than in Victoria (23.7%). The “Electrical and electronics trades” occupation
group was second highest for SELLEN region school completers (17.4%) and notably higher
than in Victoria (12.2%).

Other occupation groups were similar in the SELLEN region as in Victoria. The top 5 groups

listed in the chart below include almost 64% of all SELLEN region apprentices/trainees.
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M SELLEN Region M Victoria

13.1%13.2%

Occupation group

8.1% 8.5%
5.5%
i

Food, hospitality & tourism Health, fitness, hair & beauty Sa

les assistants &
storepersons

Occupation groups of Year 12 or equivalent completers in an apprenticeship or traineeship in
2021, SELLEN region

Occupation group Number Per cent Number Per cent

Accounting, finance & management 52 2.0
Building & construction 20 25.6 629 23.7
Cleaning 9 0.3
Clerks, receptionists & secretaries NDP NDP 106 4.0
Computing & IT 27 1.0
Drivers & Transport 6 0.2
Electrical & electronics trades 22 28.2 324 12.2
Engineering, science & the environment 44 1.7
Food, hospitality & tourism 10 12.8 349 13.2
Gardening, farming & fishing NDP NDP 112 4.2
Government & defence 12 0.5
Health, fitness, hair & beauty 5 6.4 226 8.5
Labourers, factory & machine workers 74 2.8
Marketing & sales representatives 30 11
Media, the arts & printing NDP NDP 16 0.6
Metal & engineering trades NDP NDP 60 2.3
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Motor vehicle service & repair NDP NDP 140 5.3
Sales assistants & storepersons 5 6.4 128 4.8
Social, welfare & security 23 0.9
Teaching, childcare & library NDP NDP 194 7.3
Other NDP NDP 92 35

78 100.0 2653 100.0

Total — all occupation groups

Occupation groups of Year 12 or equivalent completers in an apprenticeship or traineeship in
2021, Cardinia Shire and Victoria

Casey (C)

Casey (C)

Victoria

Victoria

Occupation group Number Per cent Number Per cent

Accounting, finance & management 52 2.0
Building & construction 21 21.6 629 23.7
Cleaning NDP NDP 9 0.3
Clerks, receptionists & secretaries S 5.2 106 4.0
Computing & IT NDP NDP 27 1.0
Drivers & Transport 6 0.2
Electrical & electronics trades 9 9.3 324 12.2
Engineering, science & the environment NDP NDP 44 1.7
Food, hospitality & tourism 13 13.4 349 13.2
Gardening, farming & fishing NDP NDP 112 4.2
Government & defence 12 0.5
Health, fitness, hair & beauty S) 5.2 226 8.5
Labourers, factory & machine workers 8 8.2 74 2.8
Marketing & sales representatives NDP NDP 30 1.1
Media, the arts & printing NDP NDP 16 0.6
Metal & engineering trades NDP NDP 60 2.3
Motor vehicle service & repair 7 7.2 140 5.3
Sales assistants & storepersons 8 8.2 128 4.8
Social, welfare & security 23 0.9
Teaching, childcare & library NDP NDP 194 7.3
Other 6 6.2 92 3.5
Total — all occupation groups 97 100.0 2653 100.0

id

Occupation groups of Year 12 or equivalent completers in an apprenticeship or traineeship in
2021, City of Casey and Victoria
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Occupation group Number Per cent Numb Per
er cent
Accounting, finance & NDP NDP 52 2.0
management
Building & construction 5 8.2 629 23.7
Cleaning 9 0.3
Clerks, receptionists & secretaries NDP NDP 106 4.0
Computing & IT 27 1.0
Drivers & Transport 6 0.2
Electrical & electronics trades 10 16.4 324 12.2
Engineering, science & the NDP NDP 44 1.7
environment
Food, hospitality & tourism 8 13.1 349 13.2
Gardening, farming & fishing 112 4.2
Government & defence 12 0.5
Health, fitness, hair & beauty 9 14.8 226 8.5
Labourers, factory & machine NDP NDP 74 2.8
workers
Marketing & sales representatives NDP NDP 30 1.1
Media, the arts & printing 16 0.6
Metal & engineering trades 60 2.3
Motor vehicle service & repair NDP NDP 140 5.3
Sales assistants & storepersons NDP NDP 128 4.8
Social, welfare & security NDP NDP 23 0.9
Teaching, childcare & library 6 9.8 194 7.3
Other NDP NDP 92 35
Total — all occupation groups 61 100.0 | 2653 | 100.0

id

Occupation groups of Year 12 or equivalent completers in an apprenticeship or traineeship in

2021, City of Greater Dandenong and Victoria
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14.8 Occupations of Year 12 or equivalent completers employed at time survey

Employment characteristics, in terms of occupations, at the time of the On Track survey in
2021, show that most employed Year 12 or equivalent completers had “other occupations”.
Unfortunately, this does not allow for any meaningful analysis as this category is not further
defined in the survey. In 2021, almost 39% of SELLEN region completers were in this

category and 37.5% of Victorian completers.

Exactly 12% of SELLEN region completers worked as “Sales assistants”, similar to Victoria
(12.5%) and a larger proportion worked as “Checkout operators and cashiers” (10.9%
compared to 8.4% in Victoria). A larger proportion of SELLEN region completers worked as
“Counter Hands at Food Outlets” than in Victoria and conversely, a smaller proportion worked
as “Waiters” than in Victoria.

M SELLEN Region M Victoria
45%

A40% 38.9%
7.5%

35%
30%
25%
20%

15%
12.0%12.5%
10.9%

8.4%
7.4%
ﬁ

10.2%

10%

5%

Proportion of Year 12 completers employed at time of survey

All other occupations Sales Assistants Checkout Operators & Counter Hands at Food Waiters
Cashiers Outlets

0%

Occupations
Top 5 occupations of Year 12 or equivalent completers who were employed at the time of the On
Track survey, SELLEN region, 2021

Within the region:

Casey had the largest proportion of Year 12 completers working in “All other
occupations” (45.1%), whereas Greater Dandenong had the lowest (33%).
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the lowest (7.7%).
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Cardinia had the largest proportion of “Sales Assistants” (16.2%) whereas Casey had

Cardinia also had the largest proportion of “Checkout Operators and Cashiers”
(16.2%) with Greater Dandenong lowest at 8.2%.

Cardinia (S) Cardinia (S)  Victoria Victoria
Occupation Number Number
Sales Assistants 18 16.2 588 125
Waiters 10 9.0 479 10.2
Checkout Operators & Cashiers 18 16.2 395 8.4
Storepersons NDP NDP 274 5.8
Counter Hands at Food Outlets 7 6.3 266 5.6
Bar Attendants 7 6.3 262 5.6
Kitchenhands NDP NDP 225 4.8
Factory Workers & Packers NDP NDP 179 3.8
Sport & Fitness NDP NDP 143 3.0
Other NDP NDP 130 2.8
All other occupations 39 351 1767 375
Total respondents 111 100.0 4708 100.0

Top 10 occupations in Victoria of Year 12 or equivalent completers who were employed at the

time of the On Track survey, Cardinia Shire and Victoria, 2021

Casey (C) = Casey (C) Victoria Victoria
Occupation Number Per cent Number Per cent
Sales Assistants 11 7.7 588 125
Waiters 9 6.3 479 10.2
Checkout Operators & Cashiers 12 8.5 395 8.4
Storepersons 11 7.7 274 5.8
Counter Hands at Food Outlets 9 6.3 266 5.6
Bar Attendants NDP NDP 262 5.6
Kitchenhands 8 5.6 225 4.8
Factory Workers & Packers 8 5.6 179 3.8
Sport & Fitness NDP NDP 143 3.0
Other 6 4.2 130 2.8
All other occupations 64 45.1 1767 37.5
Total respondents 142 100.0 4708 100.0

id

Top 10 occupations in Victoria of Year 12 or equivalent completers who were employed at the

time of the On Track survey, City of Casey and Victoria, 2021
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Occupation Number Per cent Numbe | Per cen
r t

Sales Assistants 13 13.4 588 125
Waiters 5 5.2 479 10.2
Checkout Operators & 8 8.2 395 8.4
Cashiers

Storepersons 7 7.2 274 5.8
Counter Hands at Food 10 10.3 266 5.6
Outlets

Bar Attendants NDP NDP 262 5.6
Kitchenhands 5 52 225 4.8
Factory Workers & Packers 6 6.2 179 3.8
Sport & Fitness NDP NDP 143 3.0
Other 5 5.2 130 2.8
All other occupations 33 34.0 1767 375
Total respondents 97 100.0 4708 100.0

Top 10 occupations in Victoria of Year 12 or equivalent completers who were employed at the

time of the On Track survey, City of Greater Dandenong and Victoria, 2021

14.9 Career advice activities participated in while at school

Most Year 12 or equivalent completers participated in the following career advice activities:

“Have a one-on-one talk with the school’s career advisor” — an average of 79.3% of
Year 12 completers in the SELLEN region participated in that activity. On the other
hand, a smaller proportion (70%) of Year 12 non-completers undertook this career

advice activity.

“Search on-line for career options at school” — an average of 78.8% of Year 12
completers in the SELLEN region participated in that activity. On the other hand, only

64.6% of Year 12 non-completers undertook this career advice activity.
“Receive written material about career and study options” — an average of 69.4% of

Year 12 completers in the SELLEN region participated in that activity. Year 12 non

completers participated in this activity at a slightly lower rate (68.7%).
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The least participated career advice activities for Year 12 completers in the SELLEN region

were:
“Attend a university information session organised by school” — 49%
“Attend an employer presentation organised by school” — 27.3% and
“Attend a TAFE information session organised by school” — 19.8%

For Year 12 non-completers, the following career advice activities were most commonly

undertaken:

“Have a one-on-one talk with the school’s career advisor” — an average of 70% of Year

12 non-completers in the SELLEN region participated in that activity.

“Receive written material about career and study options” - an average of 68.7% of

Year 12 non-completers in the SELLEN region participated in that activity.

“Attend work experience or a workplace learning program” — an average of 66.5% of

Year 12 non-completers in the SELLEN region participated in that activity.

The least participated career advice activities for Year 12 non-completers in the SELLEN

region were:
“Prepare a career action plan” — 35.2%
“Attend a university information session organised by school” — 33.2%
“Attend an employer presentation organised by school” — 30.6%
Year 12 or Yr 12 non-
equivalent completers
completers
Career Advice Activity Per cent Per cent
Identify careers that match your interests and abilities 72.7 46.5
Have a one-on-one talk with the school’s career 75.9 65.1
Attend a talk from the school’s career advisor 51.6 44.2
Receive written material about career and study 69.6 55.8
Search on-line for career options at school 79.9 55.8
Attend a Careers Expo organised by school 50.5 46.5
Attend a university information session organised by 41.9 23.3
Attend a TAFE information session organised by 17.8 32.6
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Attend an employer presentation organised by school 24.5 23.3
Attend work experience or a workplace learning Sl.4 65.1
Prepare a career action plan 46.7 32.6

Career advice activities participated in while at school, by 2020 school leavers in Cardinia Shire

and Victoria

Year 12 or Yr 12 non-

equivalent completers

completers
Career Advice Activity Per cent Per cent
Identify careers that match your interests and abilities 70.5 60.0
Have a one-on-one talk with the school’s career 82.3 80.0
Attend a talk from the school’s career advisor 50.1 50.0
Receive written material about career and study 70.9 80.0
Search on-line for career options at school 79.3 70.0
Attend a Careers Expo organised by school 63.6 36.7
Attend a university information session organised by 48.8 33.3
Attend a TAFE information session organised by 153 36.7
Attend an employer presentation organised by school 25.1 33.3
Attend work experience or a workplace learning 73.8 66.7
Prepare a career action plan 58.7 43.3

Career advice activities participated in while at school, by 2020 school leavers in City of Casey

and Victoria

Year 12 or Yr 12 non-

equivalent completers

completers
Career Advice Activity Per cent Per cent
Identify careers that match your interests and abilities 72.0 67.6
Have a one-on-one talk with the school’s career 79.6 64.9
Attend a talk from the school’s career advisor 51.9 35.1
Receive written material about career and study 67.8 70.3
Search on-line for career options at school 77.2 67.6
Attend a Careers Expo organised by school 62.1 43.2
Attend a university information session organised by 56.5 43.2
Attend a TAFE information session organised by 26.2 43.2
Attend an employer presentation organised by school 32.2 35.1
Attend work experience or a workplace learning 73.5 67.6
Prepare a career action plan 50.7 29.7

Career advice activities participated in while at school, by 2020 school leavers in City of Greater

Dandenong and Victoria
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14.10 Other On Track Survey findings

14.10.1- Year 12 or equivalent completers not continuing in education or training

Most SELLEN region Year 12 or equivalent completers who did not continue in
education or training stated “wanting to start working / earning your own money” as the
main reason for not continuing study. In 2021, 80.3% of completers in the region

stated this.

73% also stated “needing a break from study” as another reason for not continuing

study after completing Year 12 or equivalent.

31% of Year 12 or equivalent completers who did not continue in education or training
stated “never planning or intended to study” as their reason and 19% stated that

“courses they were interested in were not available locally”.

Over time (from 2017-2021), an increasing proportion of Year 12 or equivalent completers
who did not continue in education or training listed “needing a break from study as a reason,
an increase from 63% in 2017 to 73% in 2021. Courses not being available locally also
increased, from 15% in 2017 to 19% in 2021. On the other hand, wanting to start

working/earning your own money” decreased as a reason from 83% in 2017 to 80% in 2021.

14.10.2 - Likelihood of study in the next two years that would lead to a qualification

Likelihood of study in the next two years that would lead to a qualification, reported by Year 12

or equivalent completers not in education or training in 2021 indicates:

40.7% of SELLEN region Year 12 or equivalent completers not in training in 2021 are

extremely likely to study in the next two years.

40.6% of SELLEN region Year 12 or equivalent completers not in training in 2021 are

somewhat likely to study in the next two years.

13.3% of SELLEN region Year 12 or equivalent completers not training in 2021 are not

very likely to study in the next two years and 6.3% are not at all likely to study in the

||
informed
old decisions 136



South East LLEN: Environmental Scan 2023 | Report

next two years.

Within the SELLEN region, Greater Dandenong’s Year 12 or equivalent completers not
training in 2021 had the largest proportion as “extremely likely” to study in the next two
years (45.2%) and Casey’s had the lowest (33.6%).

14.10.3 - Year 12 or equivalent completers who deferred tertiary study

Deferred students are those who had been offered a place at university, TAFE or other tertiary
institution, but had chosen to defer taking up the offer.

The proportion of SELLEN region completers who deferred study in 2021 was 5.6% and has
decreased by 1.3% since 2017. This proportion was lower than in Victoria where 7.5% of
completers deferred study in 2021, a trend which also decreased since 2017 (by 2.7%).

Within the region Cardinia had the largest proportion of completers who deferred study
(7.8%), followed by Greater Dandenong (4.8%) and Casey (4.2%). In all LGAs deferment
decreased over time but Greater Dandenong'’s increased notably between 2019 and 2020

before decreasing again in 2021.

5 = Cardinia (S} =—=Casey(C) ===Greater Dandenong(C) =====SELLEN region ==\fictoria
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Proportion of Year 12 or equivalent completers who deferred
study
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Year

Proportion of Year 12 or equivalent completers who deferred tertiary study in the SELLEN
region 2017 to 2021
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Main reasons for deferring tertiary study by Year 12 or equivalent completers in the SELLEN

region were:

“Just needed a break from study” — 88.5% of all completers.

“Wanted to start working / earning your own money” — 77.8% of all completers.
“Wanted some other experiences, like travel, before continuing your education” —

53.2% of completers.

“Would have had to move away from home” — 14.6% of all completers.

Compared to Victoria, SELLEN region completers had:

A larger proportion where the reason for deferring study was “Just needed a break
from study” (88.5% in SELLEN region compared to 85.2% in Victoria),

A smaller proportion who “Wanted to start working / earning your own money” (53.2%

compared to 57.2% in Victoria).

A smaller proportion who “Wanted some other experiences, like travel, before

continuing your education” (77.8% compared to 81.9% in Victoria) and

A smaller proportion who “Would have had to move away from home” (14.6%

compared to 22.2% in Victoria).

14.11 Year 12 non-completers

The information in this section assesses destinations, reasons for leaving school, year of
school departure and factors contributing to leaving school for Year 12 non-completers in the

SELLEN region.
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14.11.1 - Most common destinations for Year 12 non-completers

Almost 49% of the SELLEN region’s Year 12 non-completers remained in further education

and training. While none pursued a Bachelor degree, 11.7% were studying towards a

certificate/diploma and 35.1% were in an apprenticeship or traineeship.

Compared to Victoria, a lower proportion of SELLEN region’s Year 12 non-completers were in

further education and training (49% compared to 53% in Victoria). Almost 2% of Victoria’s

non-completers studied towards a Bachelor degree. A larger proportion of Victorian non-

completers also studied towards a certificate/diploma (16% compared to 12% in the SELLEN

region) and a similar proportion were in an apprenticeship/traineeship in the SELLEN region

(35.1%) as in Victoria (35.9%).

A larger proportion of SELLEN region non-completers did not continue in further

education/training. Most of the respondents in this category were employed (30.6%) and

11.7% were unemployed but looking for work. In Victoria, a slightly lower proportion of non-

completers were employed, compared to the SELLEN region and a larger proportion was

unemployed but looking for work. In Victoria, there was also a larger proportion of non-

responders who were not in the labour force, employment or training (4.9% compared to 0%

in the SELLEN region).

Destination SELLEN Region
In further education/training 48.6%

Bachelor degree 0%
Certificates/Diplomas 11.7%
Apprentice/trainee 35.1%

Not continuing in further education/training 51.4%
Employed 30.6%

Looking for work 11.7%

NILFET (Not in the labour force, employment or training.) 0%

Post-school destinations of Yr 12 non-completers who exited school in 2020, SELLEN region
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Victoria
53.3%
1.8%
15.6%
35.9%

46.7%
27.2%
14.6%
4.9%
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Change over time statistics provided in the survey identify the following trends in terms of

post-school destinations of Year 12 non-completers in the SELLEN region:

[ The proportion of SELLEN region Year 12 non-completers who partake in further study
via Certificates/Diplomas has decreased between 2017 and 2021 (-2.8%).

The proportion of SELLEN region Year 12 non-completers who partake in further study
via Apprenticeships/Traineeships has increased slightly between 2017 and 2021
(+1.3%).

The proportion of SELLEN region Year 12 non-completers who are employed has
increased significantly between 2017 and 2021 (+8.8%).

H The proportion of SELLEN region Year 12 non-completers who are unemployed but
looking for work has decreased between 2017 and 2021 (-2.5%).

14.11.2 - Reasons given by Year 12 non-completers for leaving school

In terms of reasons given by Year 12 non-completers in 2020 for leaving school, the On Track
survey in 2021 had inconclusive results for the SELLEN region and LGAs within the region.
This section of the report includes push and pull factors as well as other reasons for not
completing school. Below is a summary of findings where information was available for the

SELLEN region. Victorian data is more complete in the 2021 survey.

From the limited available data in the SELLEN region, “School not for me/not good
environment/not learning” was the main push factor for SELLEN region Year 12 non-
completers leaving school. In Victoria, “Did not like school/teachers/not interested in going”

was the main push factor.

The main pull factor for Year 12 non-completers in the SELLEN region was “Work
reasons/career reasons” which was also the main pull factor in Victoria. Other reasons for
leaving school in the SELLEN region was ill health (17.1% of respondents) which was also the

main other reason for Victorian Year 12 non-completers too, albeit at a lower rate (10.3%).
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Push Factor
Push Factor

Push Factor

Push Factor
Push Factor

Push Factor

Push Factor

Pull Factor

Pull Factor
Pull Factor
Pull Factor
Pull Factor
Pull Factor

Pull Factor

Other Reason
Other Reason
Other Reason

Other Reason

Refused
Total
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Reason

Asked to leave/expelled/got in trouble
Bullying/peer relationships problems
Did not like school/teachers/not
interested in going

Did not want to repeat year level

Just did not go/lazy

Not coping well at school/failed/failing
subjects/too hard

School not for me/not good
environment/not learning

Did not need school, enter or to finish for
chosen pathway

Finished/finished VCAL

Going off to do something else

Study elsewhere/TAFE/different course

Travel/went overseas/moved

Wanted a break/wanted to take time
off/do something else

Work reasons/career reasons
Family/personal reasons
Financial reasons

Il health

Other

Refused

SELLEN Region

Victoria

1.2%
1.8%
14.5%

0.3%
6.4%

10.9%

2.8%

5.1%
1.4%
3.7%
1.2%
0.7%

23.3%
3.7%
1.2%

10.3%
6.8%
4.5%
100%

Reasons given by Yr 12 non-completers in 2020 for leaving school from the SELLEN region

14.11.3 - Factors that would have motivated Year 12 non-completers to stay in school

The most commonly stated factor which would have motivated SELLEN region’s Year 12 non-

completers to stay in school was “If the school had a wider range of subjects”. In 2021, 48.6%

of non-completers stated that. In Victoria, 40% of non-completers stated this as a factor.

The second most common factor that would have motivated Year 12 non-completers to stay in

school was “if they could have studied part-time while working”. In 2021, 46.7% of

id
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respondents chose this factor. In Victoria, this was lower, at 40.7%.
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Similar proportions of SELLEN region’s year 12 non-completers stated “if there were
vocational programs or VET subjects in areas that interested you” or “if there was more
flexible scheduling of classes” as factors that would have motivated them to stay in school. In

2021, around 43% of respondents chose these factors.

Between 2017 and 2021, “If the school had a wider range of subjects” increased as a factor by
5.9%. On the other hand, “if they could have studied part-time while working” decreased as a
motivating factor by 3.8% and “if there were vocational programs or VET subjects in areas that
interested you” decreased by 2%.

14.11.4 - Year level studying when left school

In 2021, 52% of SELLEN region’s Year 12 non-completers were in Year 12 when they left
school. A further 40% were in Year 11 when they left school and 9% were Year 10 when they
left school. Over time, the proportion who leave school at Year 12 has increased significantly
(+22% since 2017). On the other hand, leaving school in Year 11 has decreased by 11%
since 2017 and leaving during Year 10 has decreased by 9% since 2017.

Compared to Victoria, the SELLEN region has a larger proportion of Year 12 non-completers
who left school in Year 12 (52% in 2021 compared to 41% for Victoria). On the other hand, a
smaller proportion of SELLEN region non-completers left school in Year 12 compared to
Victoria (40% compared to 47% in Victoria). Lastly, a lower proportion of SELLEN region non-

completers left school in Year 10 (9%) compared to Victoria (12%).

No non-completers in the SELLEN region left school in Year 9 in 2021, according to the On
Track survey. Within the SELLEN region, Cardinia had the largest proportion of Year 12 non-
completers who left school in Year 10 (12%). Cardinia also had the largest proportion who left
school in Year 11 (44%). On the other hand, Greater Dandenong had the largest proportion of
non-completers who left school in Year 12 (58%).
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Year level studying when left school, Yr 12 non-completers in the SELLEN region, 2021
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