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South East Local Learning and Employment Network

New SELLEN Resources
SELLEN staff have been hard at work putting together more
student resources to help them navigate occupations in
cyber security
information digital media and technology
food processing.
Each resource provides virtual tours, details relevant
courses and advice about what to do next.
You can find these new resources on the SELLEN website.
Click here to see the new resources on the SELLEN website

A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
What a year it has been, one like we have never seen
before and hopefully, never see again. The exacerbation
of isolation and inequity of access to education of
vulnerable cohorts has been incredible and something
we need to be acutely aware of going forward.
On the positive side, employers are reconnecting with
their customer base and as a result, beginning to
employ again with a focus on recruiting a mixture of
skilled and entry level employees. Great news for our
school leavers.
We wish all VCE students the very best with their results
and preferences when they come through and hope to
see you all for a fun and face to face, 2021.

Andrew Simmons
SELLEN CEO

Please be advised that the SELLEN office will be closed from Dec 17 and will reopen
on January 11. The SELLEN team would like to extend to you and your families
all the very best wishes for the holiday season. Stay safe and hopefully
we will see each other in person again in the New Year!!!

Farewell Vicki
After five years in the role Vet Cluster Coordinator, Vicki Bawden is hanging up
her boots, at least from the South East Cluster. Vicki has been pivotal in the
expansion of the capacity and functionality of the VET Portal, guiding two
separate evolution phases. Vicki will not be completely lost to the network, as
she will continue to work in the IMVC.
I would also like to formerly welcome Bec Young into the VET Cluster
Coordinator role, Bec has worked with many of the coordinators before in her
role as SWL Project Officer and will now split her time between the SWL and
the VET roles. Please make her feel welcome and use her as a resource for
support the VET Cluster and outcomes of VET students across the South East.

For over 15 years, Uniting’s School Leaver Employment Support program has helped young people with
disability to make the transition from school to employment through a range of training, work
placements and life skills opportunities.
Uniting is now placed to accept SLES enrolments in Dandenong, Mordialloc/Parkdale, Cranbourne,
Pakenham and Ringwood (remotely).
The program offers participants the following supports:
Development of an action plan to help them achieve their individual goals
Links to accredited training providers to obtain Certificate I in Transition Education, Work
Education and Food Handling
Pre-employment skills including Customer Service, Introduction to Café Work, Cash Register Training
as well as vocational training through TAFE and Registered Training Organisations
Travel training and driver education to obtain a Learner’s permit and build confidence and
independence
Referral into Uniting's Disability Employment Service and other related services to facilitate their
transition into employment. To learn more or to enrol click here

The Medical Journal of Australia Podcast
Professor Patrick McGorry AO is Executive Director of Orygen, and
Professor of Youth Mental Health at the University of Melbourne. He
discusses the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on the mental health
of Australians, and what reforms are needed to strengthen the
mental health care system. With MJA news and online editor, Cate
Swannell. 22 mins, 20 secs.
Listen to the podcast here

NAVIGATOR PROGRAM
For those who are not familiar with the Navigator program, this program
supports disengaged young people to return to education and learning.
Navigator works with young people, their families and support networks to
address issues underlying disengagement and help them re-engage with their
education. Navigator is delivered by contracted community service
organisations, who work closely with local schools and school area teams. In
each area the program is tailored to its local community and range of services.
Navigator is available to young people who are
are aged between 12 & 17 years of age
have attended less than 30% of the previous school term
either live in or have most recently enrolled in an education setting in a
Navigator area
SELLEN has recently received additional funding for the next two years to
continue to assist young people who are at risk of or have disengaged from
school. This is more than ever is critical given the incredibly negative impact
COVID-19 has had on young people and their education.
SELLEN continues to work with, Taskforce, Centre for Multicultural Youth, and
South East Community Links to deliver this much needed service.

For nearly five decades Concern Australia has been supporting some of the most marginalised,
disadvantaged and complex young people. With workshops in Dandenong and Braybrook, Concern
Australia offers pre-accredited automotive training in the Hand Brake Turn program. Hands on
practical training is provided to young people aged 15-21 within a fully equipped automotive
workshop. In 2021 Hand Brake Turn has two brand new courses, a one week introductory program as
well as a five week taster course.
For more information about Hand Brake Turn click here

CLASS OF 2020
Amid a global pandemic it is an understatement to say that 2020 has been
challenging for Year 12 students. Already a stress inducing year it has
proven all the more difficult by restrictions and lockdowns. The news is not
all bad however as is pointed out in an opinion piece in the Age newspaper.
John Pesutto lists 5 important qualities and attributes which students have
gained during their COVID experience which will help navigate their future
inevitable challenges throughout life. See the article here.

YEAR 13 SURVEY
Year 13 are conducting a survey for the Department of Social Services of young people with disability
aged 15 to 24 and parents of children with disability aged 15 to 24. If this is not you but you know
someone who is, please consider sharing this email or survey link with them.
The survey seeks to identify the barriers young people with disability face in receiving career advice and
transitioning from school to work. The research will help form a view on how to best provide
personalised career advice to young people with a diverse range of disabilities so
they can receive the support required to participate in the workforce to help them live
more fulfilling lives - our core mission at Year13.

Launchme is a free initiative giving people the opportunity to develop,
finance and launch their own business. Successful applicants will work
alongside other community members to create their business ideas from
scratch with support from experts in the field.
LaunchME provides a FREE Business Coaching/Mentoring Program with
funding from the Victorian State Government.
We meet and mentor participants every 2-3 weeks for 1 to 1 ½ hours for up
to 12 months. (The program is currently funded until 30th of June 2021)
The coach/mentor will guide participant with
Business Management
Structure
Marketing support
Promotion
And easy ways to complete business tasks….
Eligibility
Be on a low income (earn under $45,000 after tax) or on a healthcare
card or pension card
Live in the following Areas – Dandenong, Doveton, Cranbourne, Hampton
Park, Endeavour Hills, Noble Park, Springvale and Keysborough
Not needing to invest more than 10,000 into the business
To express interest contact the following email, launchmedandenong@gsmicrofinance.org.au. Include
person's name, email and contact phone number and a short paragraph on why you would like to do
this program.

WISE WORDS
As we say farewell to the momentous year
that has been 2020, let us all remember that
despite the pain, suffering and grief for lost
time with people we love, we overcame all
and will persevere and thrive into the future.
I will leave you here with these words of
wisdom from Holocaust survivor Victor Frankl.

"Everything can be taken from a
person but one thing: the last of the
human freedoms - to choose one's
attitude in any given set of
circumstances, to choose one's own
way."

