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Women in STEM Morning Tea 2021
Celebrating International Women's Day
Wow, what a wonderful Women in STEM event we were
fortunate to be a part of this week! Joined by four very
inspiring women working in science we were treated to
a fascinating account of their lives working in
biomedicine, genome sequencing and molecular
biology.
Dr Tien Huynh told of her journey of fleeing Vietnam
during the war, discovering a love of plants and going
on to earn a PhD in the evolutionary phylogenetics and
conservation of endangered plants. Dr Tien's advice to
our audience of young women was to learn as much as
you can, be passionate about what you do and always
believe in yourself.
Dr Sheena McGowan spoke about her life growing up locally in Berwick, at the age of 15
going to St Margaret's school and discovering her love of science. Now a microbiologist
and biochemist Dr Sheena is interested in developing new ways to treat and prevent
infectious diseases.
Dr Saw Hoon Lim, Senior Lecturer for the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology at the University of Melbourne and Dr Twishi Galati, Research Officer at the
Victorian Centre for Functional Genomics at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre completed our
Q&A panel and answered some
questions posed by our audience.
Schools also hosted their own
morning teas to watch this event.
Federation University organised
for women working in science to
attend these morning teas and
speak with the students and
answer questions in person.
A great time was had by all!

You can see a recording of the event here

NEW RESOURCES
SELLEN have added new resources to
our website with loads of links and
information about careers in Logistics,
Carpentry & Furninshing and Screen &
Media. Another infographic lists the
agencies and programs that offer
support to LGBTQI youth in the South
East.
Each SELLEN infographic created in
support of VET students has an
introduction to the industry, links to
virtual tours, lists of VET training
options and advice about what's next.

Find the new resources here

The infographic in support of LGBTQI
young people has information on
organisations/programs that offer
support as well as links to their
websites. It is very important that all
young people feel safe and supported
and to know where they can go to
connect with like minded people

Find the SE LGBTQI infographic here

HOST EMPLOYER HIGHLIGHTS
Introducing our new host employers
Lime box Café is a social enterprise supporting
young people to gain hospitality experience.
Focusing mainly on supporting young people with
disabilities, the café provides a range of café style
food with snacks and a lunch menu. Located close
to a train station in the City of Casey, local
supermarkets provide excess produce, so there is
a local connection both physically and practically.
Students are provided with kitchen operations
training and barista services as part of their SBAT,
in a professional, supportive and friendly
environment.

PM ANNOUNCES APPRENTICESHIP FUNDING
The Australian government will fund apprenticeships for young workers in
an attempt to stop them from becoming unemployed, Prime Minister Scott
Morrison announced on Tuesday.
In an expansion of the apprenticeship wage subsidy for 100,000
apprentices he said that the government would spend at least $1.2 billion
over the next year subsidising part of the wages for 70,000 new
apprentices. Good news for businesses who need support and for young
people to boost their skills and to stay employed.

TEACH THE TEACHER
Are you looking for ways to build your student voice practice in 2021?
VicSRC has you covered with their internationally recognised education innovation Teach the Teacher.
Designed by students, the Teach the Teacher program is a whole school student-led framework to
encourage and enable student voice, agency and leadership delivered by VicSRC. Teach the Teacher aims to
create an inclusive school culture where everyone’s voices are equally heard. Teach the Teacher supports
students to drive change at school by leading collaborative conversations with teachers, school leadership
and staff. Take the next step on your student voice journey with Teach the Teacher.

Register your interest here

Do you know a VET graduate who would be a terrific role model for secondary school students?
Nominate a VET Champion now!
The VET Champions initiative will showcase high-achieving Victorians who have risen to success
through a VET pathway. VET Champions will inspire secondary school students to broaden their
understanding of VET pathways and the opportunities they provide.
If you know a VET graduate who would be a terrific role model for secondary school students, please
nominate them at the VET Champions webpage. Nominations for the first group of Champions closes
on Wednesday 30 March 2021.
Nominations are welcome from all industries, locations and backgrounds across Victoria.
Who is a VET Champion?
Nominees can include those who:
•have completed a VET pathway — either at school or after school
•love their career and want to help students, teachers and parents learn more about the opportunities
that VET pathways can bring
•are in an entry level or established role in their field and can connect with high school students and
their aspirations. This includes people who have had successes and setbacks along the way.
Showcasing VET Champions
VET Champions will have the opportunity to be showcased through:
•involvement in high-profile events on a statewide or local scale, which may include speaking at
events, participation in panel discussions, and engagement with secondary school students, teachers
and parents
•digital case studies published on the Department of Education and Training’s website, highlighting
their career path and their employer
•social media, Q&A articles, brochures and resources for schools.
VET Champions will be supported at every stage of the initiative, including with specialised training in
public speaking and media relations. Nominees do not need to be strong public speakers before
becoming VET Champions.

Nominations can be made here

JUNIOR WEB DEVELOPER TRAINING
Generation Australia is offering free training program aimed at
assisting young people to develop the necessary skills to work in
the tech sector.
This bootcamp style training is full-time, 5 days a week for 13
weeks. This includes technical training provided by Academy Xi
combined with hands-on projects and employability skills
development. At the end, Generation Australia will continue to
work with participants to secure and train for interviews, and
ensure all graduates gain meaningful employment.
As a Junior Web Developer, participants will be pioneers in web
design enabling the creation of content, helping clients create
websites and features, and support a team to resolve coding
issues.

To learn more click here

INDUSTRY FORUMS
As part of the Industry Placement Program the first industry forums are open for registration.
Tuesday 23 March 2021 - Building and Construction & Plumbing - Register here
Friday 26 March 2021 - Business and Information Technology - Register here
Tours and experiential visits associated with these subjects will be offered to teachers once the
COVID-19 restrictions allow.
The Industry Engagement Conference is scheduled for 15 and 16 July 2021 at the RACV City Club,
Melbourne, please save the dates.

Handbrake Turn 2021 Dates

Click here to learn more about the taster course

The New Year began with the first outing of
the latest Hand Brake Turn venture – a 1week Taster course in automotive skills.
This new addition to the Hand Brake Turn
training suite is designed to give young
people a relaxed and fun introduction to
automotive skills, and to consider whether
the full 5-week course might be the right
choice for them. It’s open to all young people
with or without interest in mechanics.
The next 1-week course runs from 12-15
April. To find out more, contact Jonathan on
jonathan.sugumar@concernaustralia.org.au
or 0406 456 599.
The next full 5-week Hand Brake Turn course
runs from 1-31 March.

YOUNG PARENTS EDUCATION PROGRAM
YPEP (Young Parents Education Program) is for pregnant and parenting young people in Casey, Cardinia
and Dandenong region who wish to continue with senior education, develop life skills and obtain
pathways to further education or employment. YPEP is an inclusive place where parents bring their
babies with them and supported by a qualified parenting support person with feeding, sleeping, settling
so the young parent can engage with their studies. The YPEP commenced at Hallam in 2020 and
through lockdown, the program continued online with four young parents completing their Year 12
study and graduating. These four young parents joined all the Year 12 Graduating Students at a special
ceremony in December. They are now engaged in further education or training or employment. There
are places available at the Hallam YPEP. For enquiries, please call Mary Tresize-Brown on 0430445187.

The Chisholm Skills and Jobs Centre (CSJC) is part of a free state wide Victorian Government program
which aims to assist potential students, job seekers and retrenched workers find work, build job
readiness skills and identify sustainable career transitions thorough vocational training. During 2020,
they supported over 3,000 job seekers and students looking for employment and career advice. The
team enjoy a great working relationship with many people from across the community and the
Employment Services Providers (ESP). Daily, they deliver free job ready workshops on Zoom and face to
face on a range of job searching topics.
They also operate a free recruitment service for local industry and frequently refer job seekers who
have been forwarded to the team from Employment Service Providers and Community Service
organisations in the South East.
Please contact us at skillsandjobs@chisholm.edu.au or check out our Event Brite to find out what’s on
searching Chisholm SJC.

SELLEN is looking forward to introducing you all to our newest team
member, stay tuned and check out the next newsletter for more details.

