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A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
In a mere blink of an eye it feels like we have moved from August to December, barely taking a
breath along the way. Now with the summer holidays looming, we will have a chance to
rejuvenate whilst putting a full stop at the end of two very difficult years, moving forward with
high expectations of 2022.
2021 has been a difficult year for many people, but it is important to identify and celebrate some
of the achievements and efforts along the way.
Our schools and their staff have done an amazing job, engaging students and families in difficult
circumstances in a myriad of innovative ways, whilst students have continued to demonstrate
their resourcefulness and resilience.
Services have also been forced into remote delivery and support of their clients, something that
has not been easy to establish, but has enabled increased capacity of services within the region.
At an organisational level, SELLEN has continued to support schools, students, families and
communities by
Providing access to SWL opportunities when they have been viable
Running high volume events such as the South East Careers Day
Running online events to support pathway planning and improve employability
Delivering presentations to vulnerable young people, families and community members
Facilitating the ever growing Youth Parents Education Program, including the recruitment of
two additional Wellbeing and Transition Coaches for the programs in 2022.
Donating the 250th laptop to local students and community members to support education
and employment pathways, through the This Is IT initiative
Finally I would like to thank everyone that supports SELLEN across the region, but importantly,
those that support young people in their endeavour to succeed in education and successfully
transition from school to vocational training, higher education and employment pathways.
Have an amazing and well earned break over the summer holidays and we look forward to
working with you all in 2022.

Andrew Simmons

INTRODUCING NEW SWL EMPLOYERS IN 2022
Anusha Rajoo, the Owner of Talking Hair Unisex, is
now a proud supporter of the Structured Workplace
Learning Program. Talking Hair Unisex are partnering
with SELLEN to offer valuable industry experience for
students who are keen to learn more about
hairdressing.
Talking Hair Unisex is a prestige hair salon located in
Dandenong Hub Arcade, in the heart of Dandenong.
They have a team of professional and experienced
hairdressers offering customised service with
emphasis on precision and detail.
Anusha has had a passion for Hairdressing since first
leaving school, has run her own business for many
years, opening Talking Hair Unisex 6 years ago.
Anusha is offering a student structured workplace
learning opportunity 2022, with the potential for a
hairdressing apprenticeship for the right student. This
is a great opportunity for industry mentoring in a
vibrant and busy Salon
Talking Hair Unisex also offer instore beauty and nail
services and can combine service delivery so you
leave feeling amazing. If you are looking for a caring
and professional Hairdresser in Dandenong, visit
Anusha at Talking Hair Unisex, now a proud SELLEN
partner.

We are pleased to announce also that Jayco has
entered into a partnership agreement with
SELLEN to offer SWL placements to young people
in our region starting next year. More news will be
coming in our 2022 newsletter and SWL
opportunities will be offered in various industries.
Jayco was founded in 1975 and now employs over
1100 people on a 50-a site. With five pre-assembly
departments, they are one of Australia's largest
recreational vehicle builders.
For school leavers Jayco will be offering a
CADETSHIP Program.
Gumbuya World is a place to get away from it all with a delightful
day of adventure and fun in the beautiful Australian bush.
Experience an unforgettable brush with the wild as you get up
close to 52 species of amazing animals or spin out on awesome
rides under the gum trees. Gumbuya will offer SWL opportunities
in 2022 but in the meantime they are recruiting for a range of
positions. This is an opportunity to work with a fun team in
fantastic setting, get experience and get paid. To apply go to the
Gumbuya World website here
If you or someone you know would like to offer a SWL opportunity please
contact our Industry Engagement Program Manager, Lesley Hodge at
lhodge@sellen.org.au.

NEW SELLEN INDIGENOUS GUIDE
SELLEN, in partnership with Department of Education and Training
(DET) and Koorie Education Support Officers (KESOs) from the
Southern Melbourne Area, are pleased to provide this new
resource, aimed at connecting Koori young people and their
families to local services and support programs to assist with
improving transitions from school to further training, higher
education and employment pathways.
This resource has been developed based on a similar resource
aimed at early childhood services, published by DET.
This guide is best viewed in conjunction with complimentary
SELLEN resources, such as the Life After School Guide and
Demystifying the Job Market, both freely available on the SELLEN
website here
The COVID-19 pandemic forced us to
face some difficult realities and
taught us lessons about supporting
diverse communities across our
regions.
Let’s talk about what we’ve learned
about engaging and supporting
Melbourne’s many diverse
communities and where to from
here.
Join a 2-hour event where you'll hear
a panel discussion and participate in
a conversation about working with
diversity in your region of Melbourne.

ANTSO APPRENTICESHIPS

Online Event
Friday Dec 10
10am to 12pm

ANSTO – Australia’s Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation has three apprenticeships in
mechanical and Electrical disciplines. Specifically for school leavers, these opportunities are very rare.
ANSTO works across areas such as health, the environment and the nuclear fuel cycle to find solutions to
some of the biggest questions in science for the benefit of all Australians.
ANSTO and their recruitment provider, Acclaimed Workforce understands a full-time apprenticeship is a
big commitment so they've developed a three step pathway...
Unpaid Virtual Internship>Paid Onsite Work Placement>Apprenticeship Program

Learn more here

After so much online activity during 2021 it is great to see
Federation University Berwick is hosting an on campus
Info Day. Students will be able to access study advice from
TAFE to Higher Education, go on campus tours and chat to
lecturers and current students.
Federation University offers a range of courses including...
Nursing
Business Psychology
Community & Human
Services

Education
Information Technology
Arts

See more information here

AI,VR & EdTech
From Augmented Reality to the
Metaverse, we are rapidly shifting
towards a technologically supercharged
world. So how can we leverage this
shifting terrain to make learning more
exciting and accessible than ever?
Hear a panel conversation on the
exciting potential at the intersection of
education and emerging technology
brought to you by VicLLENs.
Tuesday 14 Dec, 21
2.30pm to 3.30pm

Register here

The South-East Melbourne Self-employment and
Entrepreneurship Expo
The expo is a collaboration between major providers of self-employment and entrepreneurship support
services in the south-east region of Melbourne.
This free event will showcase current trends and issues, and is a great way to meet the solution providers
who are critical to your success as a start-up.
Tuesday 14 Dec, 21
11.00am to 1.00pm
Via Zoom

SAVE THE DATE
Plans are underway for SELLEN's annual Women in
STEM Morning Tea facilitated in partnership with
Casey Tech School.
The event, held in March, celebrates International
Women’s Day and allows female students from our
local secondary schools to hear from successful
women working in STEM industries.
Each year we are excited to welcome around 150
students and their teachers to listen to presentations
from guest speakers who share their experience of
working in STEM. Our last in person event in 2020 we
were fortunate enough to have Gabrielle Williams,
Victorian Minister for Women address our audience.
Women in STEM 2022
Tuesday March 8
9.30am to 12.30pm
Bookings can be made via admin@sellen.org.au.
Maximum of 16 students per school, limited places
and bookings are essential.

YOUTH FOYERS

Lear more here

Twenty-six per cent of Victorians experiencing
homelessness are aged between 12 and 24,
according to a Youth Affairs Council Victoria report in
2020, with at least 6000 homeless on any night.
On Wednesday, Housing Minister Richard Wynne will
announce $50 million for new housing projects for
youths experiencing or at risk of homelessness,
under the $5.3 billion “Big Build” social housing
budget commitment.
A range of housing options will be funded, including
youth foyers, youth housing accommodation and
projects focused on young Victorians leaving out-ofhome care.
Youth Foyers provide a point in time service that
enable young people in transition to develop and
achieve educational and employment pathways,
exiting in a sustainable way from welfare and service
dependence. For young people who are unable to
rely on family support in this critical developmental
stage, Foyers provide the time, personalised
attention, mentoring, coaching and access to
opportunities needed to lead fulfilling, independent
and productive lives.

And just like that we are at the end of 2021! The entire team at SELLEN
would like to extend the warmest of Christmas wishes to you all.
All the very best for a wonderful relaxing break with thoughts of COVID
lockdowns a long distant memory. Best wishes for a Happy New Year too!
Take care, keep safe and we'll see you again in 2022! xxx

